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God's Bow of Promise 


By Ida A. Guirey 
2 Pet. 1:4; 1 Cor. 13:9-12 


HERE’S a rainbow over us always 
With precious promises aglow, 
Giving confidence and courage 
And a balm for every woe. 


Every trial of affliction 
Has a counterpart in grace. 

Joy and sorrow, pain and pleasure 
Have their God-appointed place. 


God is working for His children 
In perfect wisdom, perfect love— 
What we see “through a glass darkly” 
Will be clear to us above. 


Above the Circumstances 


Is it right to be “under the circum- 
stances”? Of course the phrase is per- 
fectly proper at times; but not if it is 
used to cover any lack of faith or un- 
belief on our part. For God is not 
limited by our circumstances. The 
word comes from the Latin, meaning 
that which is “standing around”; it ap- 
Plies to that which surrounds us, and 


“did mot have originally any sinister or 


foreboding meaning. A recent leaf on 
the French calendar (Méditations Quo- 
tidiennes) had this verse, “Behold, I 


have set before thee an open door, and 
no man can shut it” (Rev. 3:8), and this 
fine comment: “Never think that your 
circumstances render impossible a 
faithful life and a courageous testimony. 
God smooths out the difficulties. Cir- 
cumstances are frequently only seeming 
obstacles. If we are entirely at the dis- 
position of the Lord Jesus, we hear, in 
the most unfavorable situation, His voice 
which says to us: ‘Behold, I have set 
before thee an open door, and no man 
can shut it.” Believers are never domi- 
nated by circumstances. The Lord can 
still prepare greater tasks for you. The 
only thing He asks of you now is faith- 


A Quick Answer 





fulness. Live where you are, com- 
pletely for Jesus. Take the time to live 
a holy life. Spread around you the 
fragrance of the Rose of Sharon; the 
quite ordinary task of everyday life will 
be illuminated by it and will show forth 
God’s glory.” The view around us may 
look gloomy, but we should keep clear 
the upward look, between us and God. 
When Nebuchadnezzar looked up, his 
reason returned; when Stephen looked 
up, as he was being stoned to death, 
he “saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God.” We 
are to be “looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith” (Heb, 12:2). 


% 


to Prayer 


Translated from the German by the late\Ernest Gordon 


life a follower of so-called Mod- 

ernist opinion, but was converted 
to Christ and is now an outstanding 
evangelical. There is no more powerful 
preacher of the truth in Germany, and 
he is also the gifted editor of Licht und 
Leben (“Light and Life”). The follow- 
ing tells of an answer to prayer in his 
early life as pastor: 

“Recently a photo came to light 
which was taken thirty years ago. 
Twenty men of various ages with drums 
and fifes! Where are they now? Most 
of them the war swallowed up. Some 
have moved from Essen. Two or three 
I meet now and then and it is an occa- 
sion of great joy. 

“They were of the time of agitation. 
The Stahlheim, the iron front of the 
Nazis, and Uniformed Communist com- 
panies fought with each other in ‘hall 
battles.’ 


D: WILHELM BUSCH was in early 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Behold, I am with thee, and 
will keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring theé 
again into this land; for I will not 
leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of” 
(Gen. 28:15). 




















“I was then a young pastor in a 
wholly Communist quarter, walking 
down a street, tired and discouraged. 
Men were so bitter, they would not 
even listen to Jesus’ words. I felt very 
lonesome even in the heart of this 
thickly populated tenement quarter. 


“In front of me I noticed a couple 
of young men. One wore the uniform 
of the Red Front fighters. They were 
in lively discussion. I sighed to myself, 
Saying, How can one reach such fel- 
lows? Then came the thought: Why 
cannot God work a miracle and give me 
open door into the hearts of such young 
men? It says in the Revelation, ‘He 
that openeth, and no man shutteth.’ I 
folded my hands in prayer to my ever- 
present Lord: ‘O Lord, let me see Thy 
marvelous work. Open a door to these 
people.’ I had indeed no idea how thet 
could happen. A os 

“I walked a little faster and overtook 
them. In passing, I heard the man in 
uniform ask the other, ‘Have you any- 
thing for me to read?’ 


“I was delighted. Here was an open 
door. I turned quickly and said, ‘If 
you want something to read, come to 
me,’ 

“He looked at me surprised. 
are you, then?’ 

“T am a pastor.’ 

“He laughed. ‘I, too, am a pastor.’ 

“You certainly are not,’ I retorted. 


‘Who 
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Whereat he smilingly offered to bet 
on it. 

“It came out that his name was Pas- 
tor, Willy Pastor. And I, too, am named 
Wilhelm and am a pastor. 

“Suddenly he stared at me with agi- 
tated look, asking, ‘When can I come 
tomorrow?’ I named an hour and he 
promised to be there. Then he left 
hurriedly. Next day he was in my 
study and related the following: 

“Last year I was going by Weber 
Place where a multitude of people were 
streaming into Holy Cross Church. Out 
of curiosity I went up the church steps 
for a look around. A wave of people 
pushed me inside. It was long since I 
had been in a church. I found myself 
wedged in the middle aisle and when I 
attempted to get out, the organ had be- 
gun to play and the people told me to 
be quiet. So it came about that I was 
attending a church service without in- 
tending to.’ “ 

“‘Well, and how did it please you?’ 
I interjected. It had become clear to 
me that he had attended my ordination 
service and that was, to tell the truth, 
a painful memory, for I had then 
preached the poorest sermon in my life. 
How did that happen? The day before, a 
moving van had come, and I had spent 
half the night ordering my library. I 
was twenty-seven years of age and full 
of hope that the right words would 
come into my head when the time came. 

“I saw in memory Holy Cross Church 
filled with people. Around the altar 
stood the banner-bearers of .many 
unions and pastors in robes. Came the 
organ music and a long liturgy. One 
and another spoke; an hour and:-a half 
had passed. There was lack of oxygen 
in the crowded church. Then it was 
my turn. The people were tired, and a 
sunbeam struck me straight in the eyes 
so that I could scarce see anything. 
The little I had planned to say soon 
vanished, and I was glad to climb down 
again from the high pulpit. 

“When I sat down beside my dear, 
young wife, she said, ‘One could only 
be ashamed at such a sermon.’ 

“Yes, so it was; and now there sat 
before me a clever young Communist, 
who tells me he attended that service 
involuntarily. I'll hear a second time 
what a pitiful witness I then was. 

“But my eyes opened wide when he 
went on: 

“‘T stood there in desperation, for 
things went on endlessly. When a new 
speaker walked up the pulpit, I deter- 
mined to force my way out, no matter 
what happened. However, I saw a 
young man of my own age go up and I 
said, “I’m curious to know how much 
he knows.” And then the address struck 
me, struck me as nothing had ever 
struck me before. Yet I was a con- 
vinced atheist.’ 

“He paused. I hung on his lips: 
“*You see, I was a regional leeder for 
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the drum and fife corps of the whole 
Red Front of the Ruhr area. Whenever 
there was a birthday, we celebrated. 
There was much drinking. My married 
life went wrong, as, in fact, my whole 
life. Some days ago, I was thinking, 
Would that I might find one who could 
show me a better way and lo! there on 
the street the very man whose talk had 
so impressed me! If that is not mar- 
velous!’ 

“I explained that another Hand was 
here at work. 

“He became my dear co-worker. His 
heart and service now belong to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and because his in- 
terest was in drum and fife bands, he 
formed one for me. Never will I for- 
get how the first procession drew out 
with tremendous noise and a brave 
company of men distributing tracts. So 
was a highway broken through this 
spiritually dead city quarter of Essen.” 


% 
Notes on Open Letters 


Is Faith Disappearing? 


Because of my interest in the edi- 
torial by Guy A. Bucher on “What Is 
Happening to Faith?” (Tres, Aug. 
4), I venture to add a little to his dis- 
cussion. Our Lord’s question, “When 
the Son of man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8), is 
very suggestive and thought-provok- 
ing. Truly it does not require a “Yes” 
or “No” answer, and I like very much 
Mr. Bucher’s thought, “There is, none 
the less, the insinuation that as the 
end time draws on, an atmosphere will 
envelop the earth which will make 
difficult the survival of the Christian 
faith.” As I have turned to this pas- 
sage through the years in my study 
and preaching, my instinctive answer 
has been, “Yes—but not much.” This 
was my answer when in my teens I 
first began to think seriously about 
the message of the Bible, and it is my 
answer now as I approach seventy. 

One point that I felt might well 
have been taken up—especially for 
the more-or-less casual reader—was, 
“Just what sort of faith was meant 
here?” Not merely the intellectual 
faith that there is a Creator God. I 
find this quite general among all 
classes, but I fear even this is grow- 
ing less. Nor merely a faith in a God 
of Providence. Most would agree that 
His guiding hand is on the world in 
some sense. But I understand that 
the Lord Jesus meant here that per- 
sonal faith that accepts Him as Sav- 
iour and which involves a life of daily 
commitment to Him as loving Lord 
and Master. 

Unquestionably the mechanization 
of life through scientific progress, as 
Mr. Bucher suggests, has tended to 
move men away from a personal faith 
and dependence on God; but I would 
like to mention the effect of the high- 
pressure, high-tension life we are 
plunged into, with all its varied and 
specialized activities, which does not 
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seem to leave room for family wor- 
ship or even personal devotions. I 
would also like to mention the effect 
on young minds (and old) of the 
equalizing of the Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jewish religions in so much of 
our literature and common conversa- 
tion. “They are all good; take your 
choice.” (I am glad to see the error 
and danger of this being mentioned 
in your columns.) Enough has been 
said on the lack of religious training 
in the home. Suffice now to note that 
this lack is not growing less as the 
generations pass along. I have been 
glad to get the glimpses you have 
given into Matthew Henry’s home. 
How far we have slipped from that in 
the intervening centuries! 

How many churches across the land 
do little or nothing to present the 
personal claims of a loving Saviour, 
or the need of a personal salvation! 
Many years ago I was quite shocked 
to hear it said that one could grow up 
and go through life in _ certain 
churches without ever being brought 
face to face with one’s need for sal- 
vation, or even that there was such a 
provision. Much later I found indeed 
there were such churches, and I feel 
convinced that the number is fast in- 
creasing. I have even heard the sub- 
ject of commitment taken up in a 
rather didactic, formal way, with 
none of the yearning, compelling love 
of God. “We mustn’t be sentimental 
or emotional in our religion, you 
know.” 

I agree with Mr. Bucher that it is 
a dark picture. I also agree with his 
closing note of optimism. We know 
the ultimate victory is His. Why 
should we be troubled as we see the 


foretold plan of the ages working out? ° 


Yes, there will be faith on the earth 
when the Son of man cometh. Ours 
is indeed a miracle-working God. 

There will never be a time before the 

end when there are not men of true 

,faith on the earth. The times with 

al] their harmful and deterrent effects 

will not blot out the true faith—A 

New Jersey minister. 

The purpose of this thoughtful letter 
(here condensed) was not to criticize, 
but to amplify Mr. Bucher’s editorial. 
The minister has put his finger on some 
serious defects in many churches: the 
lack of crystal-clear Gospel preaching, 
the blurring of sharp lines of distinc- 
tion between Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jew, and the multiplicity of activities 
which crowd out family worship and 
personal devotions. 

Any personal worker frequently 
meets people who say they are church 
members but have no clear knowledge 
or assurance of salvation. This should 
stimulate ministers to preach the Gos- 
pel so clearly that there can be no mis- 
understanding, though all will not be- 
lieve it. Perhaps many of our Funda- 
mentalist churches need to review their 
programs, and see whether there ought 
to be less emphasis on “activities” and 
more on the absolutely vital practice of 
daily, personal prayer and Bible study, 
preferably the first thing in the morn- 
ing. 
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Ill. Seventh-Day Adventism 


Chapter 3, Part 1: When prophecies failed in 1844 





which came not to pass. Their 

leaders prophesied Christ would 
come to earth in 1844. Because He did 
not come, doubt and uncertainty pre- 
vailed. This is shown in the following 
significant quotation: 

“When the time passed at which the 
Lord’s coming was first expected, in 
the spring of 1844, those who had 
looked in faith for his appearing were 
for a season involved in doubt and 
uncertainty.” 1 

Doubt and perplexity filled the minds 
of their followers. Because Christ had 
not come, as they had prophesied, it 
was necessary to offer some balm for 
their wrought-up feelings. This was 
found in a Scripture, which they di- 
vorced from its context to help them in 
their difficulty. 

After the disappointment, this scrip- 
ture appeared very significant: “The 
vision is yet for an appointed time, 
but at the end it shall speak, and not 
lie: though it tarry, wait for it; be- 
cause it will surely come, it will not 
tarry . . . The just shall live by his 


L* us look at their prophesyings 


The evident failure in prophesying 
caused much fanaticism and division, 
hence the confession: 

It was not the proclamation of the 
second advent that created fanaticism 
and division. These appeared in the 
summer of 1844, when the Adventists 
were in a state of doubt and perplex- 
ity concerning their real position. 


To deal with this predicament, a new 
prophecy was advanced in order to cope 
with the perplexity. This they pro- 
fessed to discover by fresh light on 
Daniel 8:14. On this ground they af- 
firmed that though they had made a 
mistake in prophesying Christ would 
come in the. spring of 1844, now they 
were absolutely sure He would come in 
the autumn of that year. This is how 
Mrs. E. G. White, the prophetess of 
Seventh-Day Adventism, told the story: 

In the summer of 1844, midway be- 
tween the time when it had been first 
thought that the 2300 days would end, 
and the autumn of the same year, to 
which it was afterward found that 
they extended, the message was pro- 
claimed in the very words of Scrip- 
ture, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh!” 

(p. 398.) * 


Because their first prediction had 
failed, these unsafe teachers ventured 
another guess. It is on this daring fab- 
rication, made up of one error piled 
upon another, that Seventh-Day Ad- 





1“The Great Controversy Between Christ 
and Satan,” by Mrs. E. G. White. 


Since it was found that the third 
chapter in Dr. Rowell’s booklet will 
require two installments, they will 
be published in this issue and the 
next. Most of his quotations are 
taken from “The Great Controversy 
Between Christ and Satan,” by Mrs. 
Ellen G. White, which has been con- 
sidered one of the source books of 
Seventh-Day Adventists, though 
they do not hold that it is inspired 
or equal to Scripture. Dr. Rowell 
learned recently, by writing to 
headquarters, that they still sell the 
books that he quotes. 

It is reported that in a forthcom- 
ing book the Seventh-Day Advent- 
ists will repudiate certain teachings 
on which most evangelicals have 
disagreed with them. If the book 
shows beyond question that the Ad- 
ventists have clearly repudiated any 
teachings which Dr. Rowell and the 
Times may have said they hold, the 
Times will, of course, make any 
necessary correction. But as far as 
the Times knows, they do not plan 
to abandon the seventh-day Sabbath 
in favor of the first-day Lord’s Day, 
which the Times thinks is a serious 
error. 








ventism is founded. We must let the 
same S.D.A. authority speak again: 


That which led to this movement 
was the discovery that the decree of 
Artaxerxes for the restoration of Je- 
rusalem, which formed the starting- 
point for the period of 2300 days, went 
into effect in the autumn of the year 
B.C. 457, and not at the beginning of 
the year, as had been formerly be- 
lieved. Reckoning from the autumn of 
457, the 2300 days terminate in the 
autumn of 1844 (p. 398). 


They ventured another attempt at an 
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Examined 
By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 




































is clearly told in the standard work, 
“The Great Controversy”: 


Like a tidal wave the movement 
swept over the land. From city to 
city, from village to village, and into 
remote country places it went. Until 
the people of God were fully aroused 
. . . Believers saw their doubt and 
perplexity removed, and hope and 
courage animated their hearts. . . 
Of all the great religious movements 
since the days of the apostles, none 
have been more free from human im- 
perfection and the wiles of Satan than 
that of the autumn of 1844... . Angels 
were sent from, Heaven to arouse 
those who had become discouraged, 
and prepare them to receive the mes- 
sage. . . . Farmers left their crops 
standing in the fields, mechanics laid 
down their tools, and with tears and 
rejoicing went out to give the warn- 
ing (pp. 400-402). 

However sincere some S.D.A. leaders 
may be, the force of God’s warning is 
inescapable: “And if thou say in thine 
heart, How shall we know the word 
which the Lord hath not spoken? When 
a prophet speaketh in the name of the 
Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come 
to pass, that is the thing which the Lord 
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath 
spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt 
not be afraid of him” (Deut. 18:21, 22). 

The passing of time compelled an ac- 
knowledgment of “failure as to the ex- 
pected event.” This is told in the tragic 
narration of what took place: 

In like manner did unbelievers who 
flocked to the Adventist meetings... 

.feel the convincing power attending 
the message, “Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh!” ... Those who expected soon 
to stand face to face with their Re- 
deemer felt a solemn joy that was 

unutterable .. . 

But again they were destined to dis- 
appointment. The time of expecta- 
tion passed, and their Saviour did not 


even more exact date-setting for Christ’s 
return; and this in spite of our Lord’s 
warning, “But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father only” (Matt. 
24: 36). 

The tenth day of the seventh month, 
the great day of atonement, the time 
of the cleansing of the sanctuary, 
which in the year 1844 fell on the 22d 
of October, was regarded as the 
time of the Lord’s coming . . . the 
conclusion seemed irresistible (p. 400). 
The date was set! It was another 

hope, but alas, a vain hope. However, 
it aroused great expectation, and led to 
serious extravagances. There was no 
need to maintain the ordinary duties 
of life—Christ was coming on October 
22nd. There was no need even to reap 
the harvest—Christ was coming. This 


appear (pp. 402, 403). 

With intense desire they had 
prayed, “Come, Lord Jesus, and come 
quickly.” But He had not come (p 
404). 

Through this error the believers 
had suffered disappointment (p. 424). 


Again their prophecies did not come 


to pass. And again God’s warning rings 
out, “If the thing follow not, nor come 
to pass, that is the thing which the Lord 
hath not spoken.” 


How could these leaders extricate 


themselves from so embarrassing a sit- 
uation? They had preached Christ 
would come in the spring of 1844—He 
did not come. They changed the date, 
and ‘declared He would come in the 
auturan. Again, He did not come. 
Next, we find them accommodating 
themselves to their failure in pronheev 
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They reasoned, if Christ did not come 
to earth, He must have come somewhere 
else. Though they confessed to error 
and disappointment, they must fix it up 
somehow. So their ingenious explana- 
tion was simply this, if Christ did not 
come to the earthly sanctuary, then He 
must have come to the heavenly sanc- 
tuary. This was, of course, a very con- 
venient escape from their dilemma since 
no one could investigate Christ’s min- 
istry in Heaven in the year 1844. Once 
again we quote direct from the S.D.A. 
standard work, “The Great Contro- 
versy”: . 

The scripture which above all 
others had been both foundation and 
central pillar of the Advent faith was 
the declaration, “Unto two thousand 
and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed” (Dan. 8: 
14). . . . These prophetic days. had 
been shown to terminate in the au- 
tumn of 1844. In common with the 
rest of the Christian world, Advent- 
ists then held that the earth, or some 
portion of it, was the sanctuary. They 
understood that the cleansing of the 
sanctuary was the purification of the 
earth by the fires of the last great day, 
and that this would take place at the 
second advent. Hence the conclusion 
that Christ would come to earth in 
1844” (p. 409). 

It was just a human conclusion, not 
an understanding of prophecy. If at 
fault in an announcement so important, 
could they not be at fault in their un- 
derstanding of other Scriptures? Let 
us note what their prophetess said about 
this: 

But the appointed time passed, and 
the Lord had not appeared. The be- 
lievers knew that. God’s Word could 
not fail; their interpretation of proph- 
ecy must be at fault; but where was 
the mistake? . . . No reason could be 
given for this, except that Christ had 
not come at the time they expected 
him” (p. 409). 

Was this not enough to stamp the sys- 
tem as altogether unscriptural and a 
delusion? In order to find some other 
place where the Lord might have come 
in the autumn of 1844, since He did not 
come to earth as was their irresistible 
conclusion, they set forth something else 
as unquestionably true: 

At the termination of the 2300 days, 
in 1844, there had been no sanctuary 
on earth for many centuries, Thus, the 
prophecy, “Unto two thousand three 
hundred days; then shall the sanc- 
tuary be cleansed,” unquestionably 
points to the sanctuary in Heaven. 
But the most important question re- 
mains to be answered: What is the 
cleansing of the sanctuary? (p. 417.) 
The attempt to associate the sanc- 

tuary in Daniel 8 with the sanctuary 
spoken of in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
as “Heaven itself” (9:24), is nothing but 
puerile exegesis. The 2300 days and the 
cleansing of the sanctuary had nothing 


*to do with the ministry of our Lord in 


the heavenly sanctuary. The 2300 days 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


may be interpreted as having termi- 
nated in the time of Antiochus Epipha- 
nes, who defiled the sanctuary, which 
was later cleansed by Judas Maccabzeus. 
And yet the claims of Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism are based on this type of Bible 
teaching as found in their books. No 
wonder they made such glaring mis- 
takes in their prophesyings. 

In spite of this unsound application of 
their favorite Scripture verse lifted out 
of its context, they proceeded ‘to make 
it the foundation for their heretical 
teaching. They take the account of “the 
two kids of the goats for a sin-offering,” 
as given in Leviticus 16, and build up 
their erroneous theory concerning the 








New Year Meditations 
By Frances K. Strickland 


O THE veiled portal of another year 
With softened tread I come, for 
none can show 
Its secrets perfectly to me, and yet— 
SOME things I KNOW: - 


Though o’er a trackless wild the path- 
way lead, 
Where hidden dangers lurk on every 
side, 
I may walk safely, undismayed, with 
Thee, 
My faithful Guide, 


The wilderness for me no food may 
yield, 
A barren waste the desert pathway 
trod; 
I cannot hunger as on Thee I feed, 
O Bread of God. 


Earth’s cisterns would invite but to 
deceive, 
If, thirsting, I to them for drink 
should go; 
But pure, abundant, living waters from 
The Rock shall flow. 


Instead of flower-strewn, sunlit ways, 
perchance 
O’er rugged roads may fall the 
deep’ning night; 
What terrors shall its shadows hold 
with Thee, 
Who art my Light! 


And though, in wrathful fury, o’er my 
soul 
The desolating storm may break, and 
rest 
Delay to come; in Thee secure I hide, 
My Refuge blest. 


And if, to stay my heavenward journey- 
ing, 
The Adversary come with dire intent; 
Unharmed I pass, for all his darts upon 
My Shield are spent. 


Thus right courageously I fare me forth. 
With Thee so near, no fears my soul 
appall; 
Naught shall I need that Thou wilt not 
supply, 
My Life! my All! 
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great dottrine of the Atonement, and 
declare that Christ and Satan share in 
the typical meaning of this one offering 
(see particularly Lev. 16:8). They 
teach that when the high priest took 
the blood of the slain goat within the 
veil, the sin was “transferred in figure 
to the sanctuary”; following this, he 
took the sins upon himself, and bore 
them from the sanctuary and confessed 
them over the head of the live goat, 
thus transferring them from himself to 
the scapegoat, which then bore them 
away, and they were regarded as for- 
ever separated from the people (pp. 418, 
420). 

In applying this type to Christ and 
Satan, the Seventh-Day Adventists 
teach that Christ died and shed His 
blood, but that, after His ascension, He 
began His work as our High Priest, and 
that for eighteen centuries He was in 
the holy place, the first compartment of 
the sanctuary, pleading His blood for 
Sins still on the books of record; and 
that, when Christ came not to earth in 
1844 as they had prophesied, He came 
to, or entered, the most holy place of 
the sanctuary in Heaven; and when He 
comes, He will remove the sins from 
the sanctuary, and bring them forth and 
lay them upon Satan the scapegoat, who 
must bear the final penalty. 

(To be continued) 
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Some Messages for the New Year 
By Elizabeth W. Sudlow 


CCASIONALLY a= superintendent 

or teacher is at a loss to find just 
the message he would like to give the 
co-workers or class at the New Year— 
a message that will inspire to greater 
faithfulness and devotion to Christ and 
be an expression of thankfulness for 
blessings received in the past. From 
many sources have been culled the fol- 
lowing, each of which has served at 
some time to convey a New Year’s mes- 
sage, but any one of which may be 
used again and again. Among these the 
busy worker may perhaps, find just the 
message he wants. It may even be that 
here is the message he himself is in 
need of at the beginning of this New 
Year: 

May the New Year bring you the 
happiness of high purpose, strong en- 
deavor, and some splendid and worthy 
achievement. 

May the New Year be full of good 
things for you—of “work which keeps 
faith sweet and strong,” of just 
enough of difficulty to keep you hum- 
ble, of joys so rich as to make you 
continuously grateful to God. 

I trust that when the Book of Life 
is opened I shall find charged against 
me no neglect of service that would 
have helped you to become more 
Christlike. I wish for you the clear 
and single eye to see the pattern our 
Father made for your life. I wish 
for you the strength and courage to 
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Lesson for January 6 


follow the God-made pattern, for in 
so doing you will find joy and peace. 
Other wishes may come true and fade 
away, but my wish for you, fulfilled, 
will abide forever, 

Resolved: That we will make in the 
coming year an effort to be friendly 
to all who come within our church 
doors; that we will strive to make 
Christ known to all; that we will study 
the art of cheerfulness and apply it 
upon all occasions; that we will set the 
example of regular attendance, believ- 
ing that in so doing we will do our 
part in maintaining the observance 
of the Lord’s Day; and that above all 
we will keep the channels open in 
prayer and daily communion with our 
God. 

CorAL GABLES, FLA. 


Children 1 at Home 


How Does God Do It? 
By Helen Abel Wang 


LAINE picked up her cutout dolls 

and put them away. Then she 
looked under the table to see if any- 
thing had fallen. Finding nothing, she 
hurried to the kitchen where Mother 
was ironing her weekly pile of shirts 
and children’s clothes. 

“Is there anything I can do to help?” 
asked Elaine. She was almost seven 
years old now, and was proud to be able 
to help whenever she could. Besides, 
Mother was always so busy working 
for the family that she really appre- 
ciated the many little things that Elaine 
could do. 

“If you are very careful, you may 
water the plants in the window and on 
the porch,” Mother replied with a smile. 

Happily, Elaine found the jar used to 
water plants and then she climbed up 
on a chair to reach the sink. She started 
to turn on the water, then stopped. 
Turning to Mother, she Said, “Should I 
use hot or cold water, Mother?” 

Mother paused in her work and 
smiled. “What does God use when He 
waters the earth?” she asked. 

Thinking carefully for a moment, 
Elaine laughed. “I guess He uses pretty 
cool water, doesn’t He?” Filling her 
jar, she finished watering the plants 
and then went out to play. 

The next day Elaine and her friend 
Linda were playing in the garden. Since 
it was a very hot day, they soon be- 
came too warm and sat down in the 
Shade of a tree to rest. Linda’s little 
brother ran around from the front of 
the house, and seeing the girls in the 
Shade skipped over to join them. Linda 
didn’t like Tommy tagging after her, 
So she told him to go away. He an- 
Swered, “I’m so hot, can’t I stay in the 
Shade for a little while? It’s not your 
Shade, anyway.” : 

“Well, whose 


is it then?” snapped 
Linda. 


“This is Elaine’s house!” 
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Mother, who had heard the talking 
through the kitchen window, came out 
of the house and sat down beside the 
children. “Who made the tree and the 
sun?” she asked. 

“God, I suppose,” answered Linda. 

“Then,” continued Mother, “what do 
you think God would do about your 
quarrel? Doesn’t God give rain to every- 
one? Doesn’t He make the sun to shine 
on all kinds of people, and isn’t the 
beauty of His world for all to see?” 

“Yes, I guess you're right,” Linda and 
Elaine agreed. 

“Well, if that’s the way God does it, 
then that’s the way we should do it, too. 
Let’s all come into the house for cookies 
and lemonade. We can begin under- 
standing how God does things by shar- 
ing the good things we have. Who 
could we ask to join our little party 
this afternoon?” 

After the children had suggested some 
of their friends, Mother asked about the 
new little boy and girl who had just 
moved in across the street. 

“We don’t even know them. Besides, 
they don’t look like the rest of us. 
Somebody said they were part Indian. 
We don’t want to eat with them!” Linda 
Said disgustedly. 

“Let’s ask ourselves that question 
again,” said Mother. “How does God 
do it? How did Jesus do it? Do you 
remember how Jesus stayed with Zac- 
chaeus who was a sinner and hated by 
the people? Also, do you remember 
how He visited those with diseases that 
He might catch? Just what did Jesus 
think was the way to treat others?” 

Linda and Elaine felt ashamed, and 
didn’t know what to say. Finally 
Elaine’s mother remembered the Bible 
lesson that the girls had had the week 
before in Sunday school. “Does either 
of you know what the verse was you 
learned last week?” she questioned. 

Linda’s eyes brightened, for she was 
proud of being the one who knew the 
most Bible verses in her class. “It was, 
‘Do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you,’” she said. 

“Now then,” said Mother, “what are 
you going to do about the new chil- 
dren? What is God telling you that 
you must do?” 

Elaine and Linda both thought a mo- 
ment, then Elaine said, “I will go ask 
them to come, but it would be easier 
if you would come, too, Please, Mother, 
help us.” 

All of them, even Tommy, walked 
across the street and knocked at their 
new neighbor’s door. A lady answered 
it, and was really happy that one of her 
neighbors had come to visit, for no one 
else had greeted her or her family. 

To everyone’s surprise and pleasure, 
the new children and their mother all 
came over for cookies and lemonade, 
and they had a happy time getting to 
know each other. 

When Sparky, the puppy, begged for 
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a cookie, Linda gave him one, and said, 
“That’s what God would do, isn’t it?” 


NracarRA Fats, N. Y. 
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1957 Scripture Art Calendars 





HE Scripture Art Calendars distrib- 
uted by THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs 
are always enthusiastically welcomed by 
its readers. They like to have them for 
use in the home, and for inexpensive 
gifts for friends and for Sunday school 
classes, and the like. Sunday school 
teachers depend upon them for con- 
venient reminders of coming Sunday 
school lessons. Teachers of children, 
and of older classes, too, often use the 
fine color reproductions of paintings of 
Bible scenes for framing and for display 
in classrooms and as an aid to teaching. 
The 1957 Scripture Art Calendar, 
whichAis now ready for mailing, is a 
wall calendar measuring 10x16 inches. 
On the cover is an 8%x10 inch full- 
color reproduction of Woodward's Bible 
painting, “The Rich Young Ruler.” Each 
of the twelve inside calendar pages for 
the months of the year displays an 
8%x4% inch full-color reproduction 
of a painting depicting some Bible inci- 
dent found in the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons that will be 
studied in that particular month. Such 
subjects as, “The Visit to Nazareth,” by 
Doré; “Jesus Chooses Four Disciples,” by 
Stemler; “Touch Me Not,” by Shonherr; 
“The Fall of Jericho,” by Philippoteaux; 
“Abraham and Lot,” by Morgan; “Paul’s 
Escape,” by Priola; and “The Wise Men 
Visit Christ at Bethlehem,” by Hofmann 
are included. 

Calendars for three months are shown 
on each page. The current month has 
each weekday indicated in large, black, 
easy-to-read numerals, and Sundays and 
holidays printed in red. The preceding 
month and the following month are 
shown in small blocks at the top of the 
current month. 

The International Uniform Sunday 
Schoo] Lesson titles are given for each 
Sunday with the proper Scripture ref- 
erences and devotional reading refer- 
ences. A Scripture verse is printed in 
full for each weekday, and, at the top 
of each month's calendar, Scripture ref- 
erences are given for daily Bible read- 
ings for the month, following the selec- 
tions of the American Bible Society. 
The moon’s phases are shown in red on 
the proper days of each month. 

These attractive Scripture Art Calen- 
dars are moderately priced. They may 
be had for 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for 
$3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. 
Prices for larger quantities may be had 
upon request. Please ask for the 1957 
Scripture Art Calendars, and mail your 
order, with your name and address and 
remittance, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphie 5. 
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They reasoned, if Christ did not come 
to earth, He must have come somewhere 
else. Though they confessed to error 
and disappointment, they must fix it up 
somehow. So their ingenious explana- 
tion was simply this, if Christ did not 
come to the earthly sanctuary, then He 
must have come to the heavenly sanc- 
tuary. This was, of course, a very con- 
venient escape from their dilemma since 
no one could investigate Christ’s min- 
istry in Heaven in the year 1844. Once 
again we quote direct from the S.D.A. 
standard work, “The Great Contro- 
versy”: ; 

The scripture which above all 
others had been both foundation and 
central pillar of the Advent faith was 
the declaration, “Unto two thousand 
and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed” (Dan. 8: 
14). . . . These prophetic days. had 
been shown to terminate in the au- 
tumn of 1844. In common with the 
rest of the Christian world, Advent- 
ists then held that the earth, or some 
portion of it, was the sanctuary. They 
understood that the cleansing of the 
sanctuary was the purification of the 
earth by the fires of the last great day, 
and that this would take place at the 
second advent. Hence the conclusion 
that Christ would come to earth in 
1844” (p. 409). 

It was just a human conclusion, not 
an understanding of prophecy. If at 
fault in an announcement so important, 
could they not be at fault in their un- 
derstanding of other Scriptures? Let 
us note what their prophetess said about 
this: 

But the appointed time passed, and 
the Lord had not appeared. The be- 
lievers knew that. God’s Word could 
not fail; their interpretation of proph- 
ecy must be at fault; but where was 
the mistake? . . . No reason could be 
given for this, except that Christ had 
not come at the time they expected 
him” (p. 409). 

Was this not enough to stamp the sys- 
tem as altogether unscriptural and a 
delusion? In order to find some other 
place where the Lord might have come 
in the autumn of 1844, since He did not 
come to earth as was their irresistible 
conclusion, they set forth something else 
as unquestionably true: 

At the termination of the 2300 days, 
in 1844, there had been no sanctuary 
on earth for many centuries, Thus, the 
prophecy, “Unto two thousand three 
hundred days; then shall the sanc- 
tuary be cleansed,” unquestionably 
points to the sanctuary in Heaven. 
But the most important question re- 
mains to be answered: What is the 
cleansing of the sanctuary? (p. 417.) 
The attempt to associate the sanc- 

tuary in Daniel 8 with the sanctuary 
spoken of in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
as “Heaven itself” (9:24), is nothing but 
puerile exegesis. The 2300 days and the 
cleansing of the sanctuary had nothing 


*to do with the ministry of our Lord in 


the heavenly sanctuary. The 2300 days 






















































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


may be interpreted as having termi- 
nated in the time of Antiochus Epipha- 
nes, who defiled the sanctuary, which 
was later cleansed by Judas Maccabezeus. 
And yet the claims of Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism are based on this type of Bible 
teaching as found in their books. No 
wonder they made such glaring mis- 
takes in their prophesyings. 

In spite of this unsound application of 
their favorite Scripture verse lifted out 
of its context, they proceeded ‘to make 
it the foundation for their heretical 
teaching. They take the account of “the 
two kids of the goats for a sin-offering,” 
as given in Leviticus 16, and build up 
their erroneous theory concerning the 








New Year Meditations 
By Frances K. Strickland 


O THE veiled portal of another year 
With softened tread I come, for 
none can show 
Its secrets perfectly to me, and yet— 
SOME things I KNOW: 


Though o’er a trackless wild the path- 


way lead, 
Where hidden dangers lurk on every 
side, 
I may walk safely, undismayed, with 
Thee, 


My faithful Guide, 


The wilderness for me no food may 
yield, 
A barren waste the desert pathway 
trod; 
I cannot hunger as on Thee I feed, 
O Bread of God. 


Earth’s cisterns would invite but to 
deceive, 
If, thirsting, I to them for drink 
should go; 
But pure, abundant, living waters from 
The Rock shall flow. 


Instead of flower-strewn, sunlit ways, 
perchance 
O’er rugged roads may fall the 
deep’ning night; 
What terrors shall its shadows hold 
with Thee, 
Who art my Light! 


And though, in wrathful fury, o’er my 
soul 
The desolating storm may break, and 
rest 
Delay to come; in Thee secure I hide, 
My Refuge blest. 


And if, to stay my heavenward journey- 
ing, 
The Adversary come with dire intent; 
Unharmed I pass, for all his darts upon 
My Shield are spent. 


Thus right courageously I fare me forth. 
With Thee so near, no fears my soul 
appall; 
Naught shall I need that Thou wilt not 
supply, 
My Life! my All! 
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great dottrine of the Atonement, and 
declare that Christ and Satan share in 
the typical meaning of this one offering 
(see particularly Lev. 16:8). They 
teach that when the high priest took 
the blood of the slain goat within the 
veil, the sin was “transferred in figure 
to the sanctuary”; following this, he 
took the sins upon himself, and bore 
them from the sanctuary and confessed 
them over the head of the live goat, 
thus transferring them from himself to 
the scapegoat, which then bore them 
away, and they were regarded as for- 
ever separated from the people (pp. 418, 
420). 


In applying this type to Christ and 
Satan, the Seventh-Day Adventists 
teach that Christ died and shed His 
blood, but that, after His ascension, He 
began His work as our High Priest, and 
that for eighteen centuries He was in 
the holy place, the first compartment of 
the sanctuary, pleading His blood for 
Sins still on the books of record; and 
that, when Christ came not to earth in 
1844 as they had prophesied, He came 
to, or entered, the most holy place of 
the sanctuary in Heaven; and when He 
comes, He will remove the sins from 
the sanctuary, and bring them forth and 
lay them upon Satan the scapegoat, who 
must bear the final penalty. 

(To be continued) 
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Some Messages for the New Year 
By Elizabeth W. Sudlow 


CCASIONALLY a= superintendent 

or teacher is at a loss to find just 
the message he would like to give the 
co-workers or class at the New Year— 
a message that will inspire to greater 
faithfulness and devotion to Christ and 
be an expression of thankfulness for 
blessings received in the past. From 
many sources have been culled the fol- 
lowing, each of which has served at 
some time to convey a New Year’s mes- 
sage, but any one of which may be 
used again and again. Among these the 
busy worker may perhaps, find just the 
message he wants. It may even be that 
here is the message he himself is in 
need of at the beginning of this New 
Year: 

May the New Year bring you the 
happiness of high purpose, strong en- 
deavor, and some splendid and worthy 
achievement. 

May the New Year be full of good 
things for you—of “work which keeps 
faith sweet and strong,” of just 
enough of difficulty to keep you hum- 
ble, of joys so rich as to make you 
continuously grateful to God. 

I trust that when the Book of Life 
is opened I shall find charged against 
me no neglect of service that would 
have helped you to become more 
Christlike. I wish for you the clear 
and single eye to see the pattern our 
Father made for your life. I wish 
for you the strength and courage to 
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Lesson for January 6 


follow the God-made pattern, for in 
so doing you will find joy and peace. 
Other wishes may come true and fade 
away, but my wish for you, fulfilled, 
will abide forever, 

Resolved: That we will make in the 
coming year an effort to be friendly 
to all who come within our church 
doors; that we will strive to make 
Christ known to all; that we will study 
the art of cheerfulness and apply it 
upon all occasions; that we will set the 
example of regular attendance, believ- 
ing that in so doing we will do our 
part in maintaining the observance 
of the Lord’s Day; and that above all 
we will keep the channels open in 
prayer and daily communion with our 
God. 

CoraL GABLES, FLA. 


Children at Home 
How Does God Do It? 


By Helen Abel Wang ‘ 


LAINE picked up her cutout dolls 

and put them away. Then she 
looked under the table to see if any- 
thing had fallen. Finding nothing, she 
hurried to the kitchen where Mother 
was ironing her weekly pile of shirts 
and children’s clothes. 

“Is there anything I can do to help?” 
asked Elaine. She was almost seven 
years old now, and was proud to be able 
to help whenever she could. Besides, 
Mother was always so busy working 
for the family that she really appre- 
ciated the many little things that Elaine 
could do. 

“If you are very careful, you may 
water the plants in the window and on 
the porch,” Mother replied with a smile. 

Happily, Elaine found the jar used to 
water plants and then she climbed up 
on a chair to reach the sink. She started 
to turn on the water, then stopped. 
Turning to Mother, she said, “Should I 
use hot or cold water, Mother?” 

Mother paused in her work and 
smiled. “What does God use when He 
waters the earth?” she asked. 

Thinking carefully for a moment, 
Elaine laughed. “I guess He uses pretty 
cool water, doesn’t He?” Filling her 
jar, she finished watering the plants 
and then went out to play. 

The next day Elaine and her friend 
Linda were playing in the garden. Since 
it was a very hot day, they soon be- 
came too warm and sat down in the 
Shade of a tree to rest. Linda’s little 
brother ran around from the front of 
the house, and seeing the girls in the 
Shade skipped over to join them. Linda 
didn’t like Tommy tagging after her, 
80 she told him to go away. He an- 
Swered, “I’m so hot, can’t I stay in the 
shade for a little while? . It’s not your 
Shade, anyway.” 

“Well, whose 


is it then?” snapped 
Linda. 


“This is Elaine’s house!” 
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Mother, who had heard the talking 
through the kitchen window, came out 
of the house and sat down beside the 
children. “Who made the tree and the 
sun?” she asked. 

“God, I suppose,” answered Linda. 

“Then,” continued Mother, “what do 
you think God would do about your 
quarrel? Doesn’t God give rain to every- 
one? Doesn’t He make the sun to shine 
on all kinds of people, and isn’t the 
beauty of His world for all to see?” 

“Yes, I guess you're right,” Linda and 
Elaine agreed. 

“Well, if that’s the way God does it, 
then that’s the way we should do it, too. 
Let’s all come into the house for cookies 
and lemonade. We can begin under- 
standing how God does things by shar- 
ing the good things we have. Who 
could we ask to join our little party 
this afternoon?” 

After the children had suggested some 
of their friends, Mother asked about the 
new little boy and girl who had just 
moved in across the street. 

“We don’t even know them. Besides, 
they don’t look like the rest of us. 
Somebody said they were part Indian. 
We don’t want to eat with them!” Linda 
Said disgustedly. 

“Let’s ask ourselves that question 
again,” said Mother. “How does God 
do it? How did Jesus do it? Do you 
remember how Jesus stayed with Zac- 
chaeus who was a sinner and hated by 
the people? Also, do you remember 
how He visited those with diseases that 
He might catch? Just what did Jesus 
think was the way to treat others?” 

Linda and Elaine felt ashamed, and 
didn’t know what to say. Finally 
Elaine’s mother remembered the Bible 
lesson that the girls had had the week 
before in Sunday school. “Does either 
of you know what the verse was you 
learned last week?” she questioned. 

Linda’s eyes brightened, for she was 
proud of being the one who knew the 
most Bible verses in her class. “It was, 
‘Do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you,’” she said. 

“Now then,” said Mother, “what are 
you going to do about the new chil- 
dren? What is God telling you that 
you must do?” 

Elaine and Linda both thought a mo- 
ment, then Elaine said, “I will go ask 
them to come, but it would be easier 
if you would come, too, Please, Mother, 
help us.” 

All of them, even Tommy, walked 
across the street and knocked at their 
new neighbor’s door. A lady answered 
it, and was really happy that one of her 
neighbors had come to visit, for no one 
else had greeted her or her family. 

To everyone’s surprise and pleasure, 
the new children and their mother all 
came over for cookies and lemonade, 
and they had a happy time getting to 
know each other. 

When Sparky, the puppy, begged for 
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a cookie, Linda gave him one, and said, 
“That’s what God would do, isn’t it?” 


Nracara FAtts, N. Y. 
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1957 Scripture Art Calendars 


HE Scripture Art Calendars distrib- 
uted by THe Sunpay ScHoo, TIMeEs 
are always enthusiastically welcomed by 
its readers. They like to have them for 
use in the home, and for inexpensive 
gifts for friends and for Sunday school 
classes, and the like. Sunday school 
teachers depend upon them for con- 
venient reminders of coming Sunday 
school lessons. Teachers of children, 
and of older classes, too, often use the 
fine color reproductions of paintings of 
Bible scenes for framing and for display 
in classrooms and as an aid to teaching. 
The 1957 Scripture Art Calendar, 
whichAis now ready for mailing, is a 
wall calendar measuring 10x16 inches. 
On the cover is an 8%x10 inch full- 
color reproduction of Woodward’s Bible 
painting, “The Rich Young Ruler.” Each 
of the twelve inside calendar pages for 
the months of the year displays an 
8%x4% inch full-color reproduction 
of a painting depicting some Bible inci- 
dent found in the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons that will be 
studied in that particular month. Such 
subjects as, “The Visit to Nazareth,” by 
Doré; “Jesus Chooses Four Disciples,” by 
Stemler; “Touch Me Not,” by Shonherr; 
“The Fall of Jericho,” by Philippoteaux; 
“Abraham and Lot,” by Morgan; “Paul’s 
Escape,” by Priola; and “The Wise Men 
Visit Christ at Bethlehem,” by Hofmann 
are included. 

Calendars for three months are shown 
on each page. The current month has 
each weekday indicated in large, black, 
easy-to-read numerals, and Sundays and 
holidays printed in red. The preceding 
month and the following month are 
shown in small blocks at the top of the 
current month. 

The International Uniform Sunday 
Schoo] Lesson titles are given for each 
Sunday with the proper Scripture ref- 
erences and devotional reading refer- 
ences. A Scripture verse is printed in 
full for each weekday, and, at the top 
of each month’s calendar, Scripture ref- 
erences are given for daily Bible read- 
ings for the month, following the selec- 
tions of the American Bible Society. 
The moon’s phases are shown in red on 
the proper days of each month. 

These attractive Scripture Art Calen- 
dars are moderately priced. They may 
be had for 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for 
$3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. 
Prices for larger quantities may be had 
upon request. Please ask for the 1957 
Scripture Art Calendars, and mail your 
order, with your name and address and 
remittance, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphiz 5. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





entering into the complexities of 

the present conflict in the Near 
East, we should not overlook the fact 
that the expressions of bitter hatred and 
of determination to annihilate an enemy 
have come primarily from Egypt, and 
not from Israel. Nasser himself has 
said: “Wait and see—soon will be 
proven to you the strength and will of 
our nation. Egypt will teach you a 
lesson and quiet you forever. Egypt 
will grind you to the dust.” 

On April 11 of this year, the Egyptian 
Minister of Religious Properties de- 
clared: “There is no reason why the 
faithful Fedayeen, hating their enemies, 
should not penetrate into Israel and 
transform the lives of its citizens into a 
hell. Yes, we will be victorious because 
we are more diligent in death than is 
Israel in life.” Again on October 14 
Nasser said: “I am not solely fighting 
against Israel itself. My task is to de- 
liver the Arab’ world from destruction 
through Israel’s intrigue, which has its 
roots abroad. Our hatred is very strong. 
There is no sense in talking about peace 
with Israel. There is not even the 
smallest place for negotiations.” 


E GYPT’S Hatred of Israel.—Without 





While we are discussing Israel, some 
statistics on what has been accom- 
plished in that state during the last 
eight years should be of interest. By 
1956 Israel had: 

“Settled 124,000 persons in rehabili- 
tated ‘abandoned Arab dwellings and 
built more than 200,000 housing units 
(of which two-thirds were government 
financed) designed chiefly for new im- 
migrants, establishing 650,000 newcomers 
in permanent residences, 

“Created jobs for more than 200,- 
000 immigrant breadwinners, raised 
electricity sales from 329 million kwh 
to 1,258 million kwh, launched over 11,- 
000 industrial enterprises, introduced 
more than 25 industries entirely new 
for Israel (notably tires, steel piping, 
paper, electric motors, plywood, porce- 
lain tiles, chemical fertilizer, and as- 
sembly of motor vehicles and refriger- 
ators), and expanded the volume of 
industrial production by over 70 per 
cent. 

“Built more than 1,100 miles of 
road, improved another 600 miles, 
tripled the length of railway track, ex- 
panded the merchant marine from 6,000 
tons to 35 vessels grossing 135,000 tons, 
and created an airline system serving 
four continents. 

“Opened some 450 agricultural set- 
tlements, as against 277 established dur- 
ing the previous 70 years. 





“—Increased the area of cultivated 
land from 412,500 to 925,000 acres, of 
irrigated land from 72,500 to 240,000 
acres, the number of working Jewish 
farmers from 32,000 to 72,000, and the 
physical volume of agricultural produc- 
tion by nearly 125 per cent.” 

A recent Public Affairs Pamphlet, 
issued in New York City, reminds us: 
“Since 1948, all of the few changes in 
Israeli cabinets have been accomplished 
with due and decorous process of law. 
In the Arab states since 1948, no less 
than thirteen kings, presidents, or prime 
ministers have been violently removed 
by assassination, exile, or coupe d’état.” 

The land of Palestine, promised to 
Israel, is often described in the Old 
Testament as a land flowing with milk 
and honey. But all who have traveled 
in this land during the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, to the time of the 
settlement here of thousands of Jews 
from different parts of the world, have 
seen not a land flowing with milk and 
honey, but a land pitifully barren, with 
meager crops, acres of hillside of almost 
naked rock, and villagers living in com- 
parative poverty. The coming of Israel 
has changed all of this within a few 
years. Not only is that land exporting 
a vast amount of fruit and other pro- 
ducts (during 1955-1956, nearly 8,000,000 
crates of citrus, fruits were exported, 
with an estimated value of $37,000,000) 
but the government is finding, so the 
National Jewish Post reports, that the 
total produce reaped is more than its 
people are able to consume. 

The Ministry of Commerce and In- 
dustry has announced that 110 tons of 
tomatoes and 60 tons of cucumbers were 
dumped recently because the nation was 
not able to utilize all that it grew. A 
considerable quantity of such products 
was sold at token prices to the immi- 
grant camps. It was expected that Is- 
rael would be self-sufficient in food pro- 
duce by 1960, but already surpluses are 
evident in tomatoes, eggs, and milk. 


Archaeology and the Bible—In the 
book in which are kept your collection 
of most valued quotations and state- 
ments, for future use, another entry 
must be made. It is a statement from 
the review of a recently published vol- 
ume, “The Bible as History,” by Wer- 
ner Keller, appearing in the Book Re- 
view section of the New York Times 
for October 28. The review was writ- 
ten by Dr. Nelson Glueck, who is recog- 
nized everywhere as one of the out- 
standing authorities on Biblical history 
and archaeology in the world. Dr. 
Glueck was the Annual Professor of 
the American School of Oriental Re- 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


search in Bagdad over twenty years 
ago, and at three different periods 
served as director of the American 
School of Oriental Research in Jerusa- 
lem (1932-1933, 1936-1940, and 1943- 
1947). Out of his Palestinian work have 
come a number of authoritative vol- 
umes, the best known being “The Other 
Side of the Jordan” (1940) and “The 
River Jordan” (1946). Professor Glueck 
has been on the faculty of the Hebrew 
Union College of Cincinnati since 1932, 
and has served as its president since 
1950. 

This is Dr. Glueck’s remarkable state- 
ment: “No archaeological discovery 
has ever been made that contradicts or 
controverts historical statements in the 
Bible.” 


The Reallocation of China Mission- 
aries.—A recent bulletin letter of the 
China Inland Mission quotes the follow- 
ing very important statistical paragraph 
concerning the present location of all 
China missionaries (not just those of 
the China Inland Mission): 

The China Bulletin reports that Dr. 
Frank Price [new librarian of the Mis- 
sionary Research Library, New York] 
has brought up to date figures on the 
reallocation of China missionaries. He 
says those assigned to other fields are 
995, of whom 870 are in Asia. 

The depopulation of Shanghai ceased 
awhile last year, but is well under way 
again. A great many [people], between 
ages 16 and 45, especially those out of 
work, have been sent away. Many 
Christians were among them as so 
many were failed in their exams last 
year. The new simplified Chinese char- 
acters have been in use since January 
1, 1956. All must learn them. The ma- 
jority find them far from “simplified.” 

Keith Brooks Memorial Chapel.— 
Friends of the late Dr. Keith L. Brooks, 
gifted Bible teacher, student of proph- 
ecy, and for many years editor of 
Prophecy Monthly, have made plans to 
erect a much-needed chapel in his 
memory at the Arizona Bible Institute 
in Phoenix, Ariz. The building will be 
constructed of pumice block, with orna- 
mental glass front and glass trim 
throughout, will measure 90 by 100 feet, 
and have a seating capacity of 460. Dr. 
Victor C. Oltrogge, president emeritus 
of Arizona Bible Institute, turned sod 
at noon on Friday, October 12, for the 
chapel at 3025 W. McDowell Road. 
Present also were Kermit Oe6estreich, 
Tucson, Ariz., chairman of the board; 
Dr. W. H. Rogers, Phoenix, vice-chair- 
man; Karl F. Von Ehrenkrook, treas- 
urer; other members of the Board of 
Directors; the faculty, and students. Dr. 
John H. Woodward is president of the 
Arizona Bible Institute. 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 6. WISE MEN SEEK JESUS 


Matthew 1 and 2; printed text, 2:1-12 


Golden Text.—They . . . fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened o- treasures, they presented unto him gifts; 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judza in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came 


wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 


2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to wor- 


ship him. 


3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was 


troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 


4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where 


Christ should be born. 


5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judza: for 


thus it is written by the prophet, 
6 And thou Bethlehem, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
S WE begin a brief series of les- 
sons in Matthew’s Gospel, a few 
introductory matters should be 
considered. 

The traditién that this Gospel, stand- 
ing first in our New Testament, was 
written by the Apostle Matthew, who 
left his custom booth to follow Jesus, 
has never been successfully disputed. 
Eusebius quotes Papias (about A.D. 75- 
150) as saying, “Matthew, therefore, 
composed the oracles in the Hebrew 
tongue (Aramaic), and every one inter- 
preted them as he was able.” While 
some believe that Papias was referring 
to another volume called the Logia, 
written by the same Matthew, others 
think he was speaking about our Gos- 
pel. Among early writers holding the 
latter view were Origen, Cyril of Jeru- 
salem, and Jerome. But whichever 
work Papias had in mind, both are 
credited to the Apostle Matthew, and 
there has been no serious rival claimant. 

Matthew certainly wrote before the 
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D, 70. If 
he had written after this event, the dis- 
tinction between it and the events at 
the end of the age would have been 
More clearly marked. As it is, prophetic 
perspective, which sometimes telescopes 
events which actually are far apart, ap- 
plies in this instance. The date of writ- 
ing, then, was probably between 60 
and 65. 

Matthew does not categorically state 


in the land of Juda, art not the 
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come 
a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, 
enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared, 


gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.—Matt. 2:1 


him also. 


8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search 
diligently for the young child; and when ye have found 
him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship 


9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, 
the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till 


it came and stood over where the young child was. 


great joy. 


myrrh. 


another way. 


“2 . < +4 

his purpose, as do Luke (1:4) and John 
(20:30, 31). But the organization of the 
Gospel makes his purpose clear. He 
wrote to convince the Jews that Jesus 
of Nazareth was their Messiah. His 
method was to show how the proph- 
ecies of the Old Testament regarding 
the Messiah found their fulfillment in 
Jesus. W. Graham Scroggie (“A Guide 
to the Gospels,” Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $7) finds fifty-three 
quotations from, and seventy-six allu- 
sions to, the Old Testament Scriptures 
in Matthew, a total of 129. 

It has been long recognized that Mat- 
thew’s Gospel was written with special 
reference to the Jews, yet in some re- 
spects it is more universal than the 
others. It is in Matthew’s record that 
the Magi from the East come to worship 
the infant Christ, and it is here that the 
great commission specifically mentions 
“all nations,” while in between Christ 
speaks of men coming from the East 
and the West into the Kingdom of God 
(Matt. 8:11). 

There are four main movements in 
this Gospel, which may be designated: 


1. Presenting the King and His prep- 
arations (Matt. 1:1 to 4:11) 

2. Presenting the King in His pro- 
cedure (4:12 to 16:20) 

3. Presenting the King in His passion 
(16:21 to 27:66) 

4. Presenting the King in His power 
(28: 1-20) 

Verse by Verse 
Matt. 21:1.—“. . . Jesus . 


of Judea... Herod the king... 
men from the east ... .” 


. Bethlehem 
wise 
Bethlehem is 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
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10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with Gusts 


11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and wor- 
shipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 


12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should 
‘ not return to Herod, they departed into their own country\ 


the Inter- 


about five miles southwest of Jerusa- 
lem. The Herod mentioned is Herod 
the Great, the Asmonzan ruler whose 
genius for building and ruling was 
matched only by his cruelty and base 
morals. The Wise Men, or Magi, were 
probably from Persia. The tradition 
which makes them kings is rather 
shaky. 
Verse 2.—“. . . born King of the Jews 
. his star in the east . . . worship 
him.” In addition to being ardent as- 
trologers, these men doubtless were ac- 
quainted with ancient oracles, including 
that of Balaam (Num. 24:17). The ex- 
tent of their understanding should not 
be overestimated, but they knew that a 
king who was the subject of such an- 
cient prophecies, and whose birth was 
so notably heralded in the skies, was 
worthy of unusual reverence. 


Verse 3.—“. .. Herod .. . was trou- 
bled . . .” Herod, of course, trembled for 
his own throne, and those who supported << 
his unrighteous reign shared, his fear. Pe a 

Verse 4—“. . . gathered all the qy 
priests and scribes mabe, 4 demandes. 7 
them where Christ should be b0nerica 
The chief priests and scribes meant quie{ 
Herod what the sorcerers and soot 
sayers meant to heathen potentates. Bu may 
these had the Scriptures of the Old Tes- 
tament to consult for answer to the 
king’s question. 

Verse 5.—“, In Bethlehem of 
Judea: for thus it is written...” 
Notice that the chief priests and scribes 
harbored no doubt abeut the birthplace 
of the Messiah, for thsy did believe in 
the veracity of the Scriptures. 





en 
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Verse 6.—“. . . Bethlehem, in the land 
of Juda ... Out of thee shall come a 
Governor ...” The quotation is from 
Micah 5:2, where the town is referred to 
as Bethlehem Ephratah, but quite cor- 
rectly called Bethlehem of Judza by 
Matthew. There was another Bethle- 
hem, in the land of Zebulun, about 
seven miles northwest of Nazareth, also 
an ancient place, but the prophet was 
precise in his prediction, and no mis- 
take was made! 

Verse 7.—“Then Herod . . . enquired 

. . what time the star appeared.” The 
time as well as the place was impor- 
tant to Herod. The appearing of the 
star was presumed to mark the time of 
the birth. 

Verse 8.—“. . . Go and search... 
bring me word again, that I may... 
worship him also.”. Herod commis- 
sioned the Magi to act on his behalf as 
well as their own. He wanted exact 
information. Hiding his feelings, he 
pfetended that he wished to join the 
Magi in their pious worship of the in- 
Afant king, in order to assure their re- 
turn to him with the information. 

f Verse 9.—“. . . the star .. . went be- 


fore them . . . stood over where the 


| ) young child was.” How the star guided 

yr them is a problem. A popular legend 

S has it that they saw the star the second 
7 time reflected in the well of the inn at 


Bethlehem, and so were guided to the 
place where the holy family resided. 

Verse 10.—“. . . they rejoiced with ex- 
ceeding great joy.” The second appear- 
ing of the star would certainly assure 
the Magi that they were in the right 
way and that God was prospering their 
search for the King. 

Verse 11—‘“. . . into the house . 
the young child with Mary his mother 

. worshipped him . .. presented . .. 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” 
Notice that they entered the “house,” 
not the stable. The stable days were 
long behind. Just how old the child 
Jesus was we do not know, except that 
He was probably still under two years 
(v. 16). 

Verse 12.—“. . . warned of God in a 
dream... they departed into their own 
country another way.” The place of 
eeams in connection with the Nativity 


eart of the Lesson 


that seeketh findeth” (Matt. 7:8), 
bur Lord. There can be no doubt 
these Wise Men from the East were 
ers. Whether they were priests of 
Zoroastrian faith, or kings from 
various points in the East, we may 
never know, but all their behavior in- 
dicates that they were seekers after 
God and His King. 

These men were doubtless astrologers, 
as were all the Oriental Magi, but their 
astrology cannot ac:ount for their jour- 
ney to Bethlehem. Their knowledge of 


i 


yuite significant. See 1:20; 2:13, 19, 22. . 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. December 30.—The New Heaven 
and Earth ................Revelation 21 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. January 13.—Jesus Baptized and 
EET dneutoeed<ss Matthew 3 and 4 








ancient oracles, such as that of Balaam 
recorded in Numbers 24:17, prepared 
their hearts for the appearing of the 
great star and for an inward convic- 
tion, wrought in them by the God of 
all grace, that this was the herald of 
God’s King. 

They followed the light they had, and 
set out for Jerusalem, taking for granted 
that the King -would be born in the 
royal city. It is not said that the star 
guided them on this part of their jour- 
ney. But when men follow the light 
given them, God gives them more light. 
In Jerusalem they received light from 
the Word of God. The Wise Men of 
Israel, the chief priests, and the scribes 
knew the oracles of God well enough 
to quote Micah’s great prophecy of the 
place of Messiah’s birth, and the visitors 
from the East found that they were only 
five miles from their goal. 

Again they obeyed the further light 
afforded, and once more God granted 
them guidance in their course. There 
was no prophecy to say that the Christ 
should be born in a stable belonging to 
a particular inn, or to give the address 
of the home into which Mary, Joseph, 
and the Babe should move after the 
crowds, gathered to Bethlehem for the 
census, had dispersed. So once again 
God brought the star into view. How 
the star could stand over the house so 
as to identify it is a problem. Legend 
says that the Magi saw the reflection of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO was the Matthew who wrote 
the first of our four Gospels? 

2. By what other name was Matthew 
known? 

3. For what group and for what pur- 
pose was Matthew’s Gospel written? 

4. What mark of the universality of 
the Gospel appears near the beginning 
of Matthew’s record? 

5. Who was king in Judea when Jesus 
was born? 

6. Who was the Roman emperor at 
the time of Jesus’ birth? 

7./:What ancient prophecy probably 
prepared the Magi to accept the call 
of the Star of Bethlehem? 

8. By what three means did God guide 
the Wise Men? 

9. When did the Wise Men go astray? 

10. Why was Herod troubled at the 
news of Jesus’ birth? 


(Answers-on page 1026) 


December 22, 1956 


‘the star in the well belonging to the 
inn, which meant that it was directly 
overhead. But somehow the star indi- 
cated the place, and these seekers, obe- 
dient to the light they possessed, wor- 
shiped in the presence of the Babe who 
was the Light of the world, and laid 
their gifts at His feet. 

God is still giving light to men. Light 
followed means more light. Light re- 
fused means darkness. And all light 
leads to Him who is the “light of life.” 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. God leads the Magi by a star (Matt. 
2:1, 2, 9, 10) 

2. God leads the Magi by His Word (vs. 
3-6) 

3. God leads the Magi by a dream (v. 
12) 


Topics for Development 


The Star of Bethlehem. Many have 
been the attempts to identify the star 
which guided the Wise Men to the in- 
fant Christ. The great Christian astron- 
omer, Kepler, thought he had good rea- 
son to believe that it was a conjunction 
of Saturn and Jupiter. This did indeed 
take place in the year 7 B.C., which is 
a little early for the date of our Lord’s 
birth. The appearing of Nova Cas- 
siopeiae in 1572 gave rise to the belief 
that this was it. There are stars which, 
so far as we know, appear only once 
within range of our vision. The Star 
of Bethlehem may be of that nature. 
We may never know. I am satisfied 
that it was a phenomenon ordered of 
God from the foundation of the world, 
and whether or not it is ever identified, 
it has fulfilled its highest function—her- 
alding the birth of the Saviour. 

Reason and Revelation. We have al- 
ready seen, in the Heart of the Lesson, 
that the Magi followed the light they had. 
They followed the light of the star, and 
it led them right. They followed the 
light of the Scriptures, and it led them 
right. They followed the light of a 
dream, and it led them right. All this 
light came from God, and in it they 
were safe. But at one point they fol- 
lowed the light of their own unaided 
reason, and it led them wrong. When 
they started out from the East in re- 
sponse to the call of the star, they rea- 
soned that the King would be born in 
the royal city, Jerusalem, so they came 
to the palace of Herod, the enemy of 
Christ, in their search for the Christ. 
It was no thanks to Herod that they 
were corrected by the Scriptures, for 
his purpose in helping them on their 
quest was evil. Unaided reason is not 
a sufficient guide for men. We need 
revelation, and that we have in the 
Holy Scriptures, 


Practical Applications 
More light is for those who follow the 
light they have, but darkness will en- 
shroud those who reject: the light given. 
All light comes from Christ and leads 
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Lesson for January 6 


to Christ. Reject all seeming light that 
comes from another source or invites 
in another direction. 

The star which led the Wise Men to 
Jesus is unnamed and unknown. Our 
business is not to make a name for our- 
selves, but to lead men to Christ. The 
star fades in presence of the Sun. 

The Wise Men from the East will rise 
up in judgment against this generation; 
for they came from the ends of the 
earth to worship the infant Christ, 
drawn by a star, while we have the full 
revelation of the crucified, risen, and 
exalted Christ, yet will not bestir our- 
selves to worship Him. 

God has spoken to men in dreams, but 
we had better not regard our dreams as 
divine revelations. Follow the Word, 
and you will be safe. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 2:11.—“, . . into the house... 
the young child with Mary his mother 

. worshipped him ... presented .. . 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” It 
has been suggested that the gold rep- 
resented our Lord’s kingship, the frank- 
incense His deity, and the myrrh His 
suffering. It is a good thought, although 
it cannot be pressed. But these men 
gave richly. In the light of all we have 
received from Him, have we worthily 
given to Him? 

E_muurst, ILL, 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Hanis 


Succestep Hymns 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 
“As With Gladness Men of Old” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, who hast brought 
us to this New Year, we thank Thee 
for all Thy care and goodness to this 
hour in life’s journey. Continue to 

Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us; 

For we have no help but Thee. 

Make this our best year yet. May any 
here yet unsaved seek and find Christ 
before this day is gone. May they and 
all of us grow in spiritual stature, in 
Christian character, and in power to 
serve our Saviour. Bless our homes 
with Thy salvation and help for every 
difficulty. Help us to do our daily tasks 
well and heartily as unto Thee. Use the 
efforts of faithful teachers and preach- 
ers to turn many from darkness to light 
in all lands. Help the sick and the af- 
flicted, and give us love, sympathy, and 
wisdom for serving need that we en- 
counter. Forgive our past failure and 
Sin and lift us all to higher and better 
things through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The Wise Men first 
brought themselves to the Saviour and 
then opened their treasures to Him. 
Coming to Christ was no easy thing for 
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them. Travel was slow and dangerous. 
Hostile people might be met. Rivers 
had to be forded and deserts traversed. 
Their families may have objected to 
these men setting out on such a journey 
just as friends and relatives may try to 
hinder us when we want to find the 
Saviour. But none of these difficulties 
moved the Wise Men and nothing should 
turn us from the all-important duty of 
seeking and finding the Lord Jesus our- 
selves. 

Some of us can testify that we have 


Steve CHRIST wits YOUR sest 


found the Saviour, and that is grand. 
But have we yet opened our treasures 
to Him, or are we living largely as 
though our time and strength, our abili- 
ties, and money were ours to serve our 
own desires and advancement? Rather 
should we count it our joy and make it 
our chief end in life to bring life’s 
treasures to Christ to serve Him and His 
cause. First bring yourself to Christ who 
alone can meet your need of being made 
right with God. Then give your 
choicest treasure, your redeemed life, 
to your Lord to be lived as He requires 
and directs. Be wise with the wisdom 
of those eastern Magi who first brought 
themselves to Christ and then gave their 
best to Him. 

As they offered gifts most rare 

At that manger rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sin’'s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 


—W. C. Diz. 
Catcary, AtTa., Can. 

















A Word About the Cartoons 


OR the present THe Sunpay 

ScHooL, Times will cease pub- 
lishing the Lesson Cartoons. 

The Editors wish to express 
their hearty appreciation and grat- 
itude for the faithful, steady work 
that the Rev. James Emerson Rus- 
sell has done as the staff cartoon- 
ist since he began in the issue of 
December 20, 1947. In all their 
relations with him they have 
found him most co-operative, 
punctual, absolutely true to the 
Scriptures, and a humble, willing 
servant of the Lord. He is an 
ordained minister, has been a 
pastor, and is at present Art 
Director, John Brown University, 
Siloam Springs, Arkansas, where 
he may be addressed. As far as 
he can, he will be glad to accept 
speaking engagements as a Bibie 
teacher and preacher of the Gos- 
pel. Pray for his ministry. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ .. behold, there came wise men 
from the east .. .” (Matt. 2:1).—These 
men have been called scientists and 
philosophers by some expositors. If 
they were—and who can deny it?— 
they did not permit their knowledge of 
the sciences to hinder them in their 
search for Jesus, who had been born 
“King of the Jews.” 

It is a matter of regret that many 
so-called wise men of this generation 
deem it beneath their dignity to seek 
Him who has set all the laws of the 
universe into operation. 

They do not seem to agree with De 
Boufflers, who said, “Wisdom no more 
consists in science than happiness in 
wealth.” 

Goethe said, “Wisdom is only found 
in truth.” The Lord Jesus is. the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. Under the figure of Wisdom, He 
said: “. . . whoso findeth me findeth 
life .. . but he that sinneth against me 
wrongeth his own soul: all they that 
hate me love death” (Prov. 8:35, 36). 

“A truly wise man will always be a \. 
Christian, because the perfection of wis- 
dom is to know where lies tranquility of . 
mind and how to attain it, which Chris- t 
tianity teaches” (Landor). \ 


“ .. we have seen his star .. . and 
are come to worship him” (Matt. 2:2). 
—The Wise Men were reverent men— 
a quality appallingly lacking today. 

I was pleased upon walking into a 
chapel in Sacramento to see on the front 
wall in beautiful letters, the text: “God 
is greatly to be feared in the assembly 
of the saints, and to be had in rever- 
ence of all them that are about him” 
(Psa. 89:7). 

I like the incident related about Gen- 
eral Grant’s reverence for sacred things. 
When he was in Paris, the President of 
that Republic, as a special token of re- 
spect, invited him to a place on the 
grandstand to witness the racing which 
occurs there on Sunday. It is consid- 
ered a discourteous: act to decline such 
an invitation. Such a thing had neve 
been heard of, but General Grant in 
polite note, declined the honor, and s3 
“It is not in accordance with the sp 
of my religion to spend Sunday t 
way.” And when Sunday came, t 
hero found his way to the Americd 
chapel where he was one of its quie 
worshipers. 

“Let us have grace, whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear” (Heb. 12:28). 


“.. . Out of thee shall come a Gover- 
nor...” (Matt. 2:6).—The Wise Men 
asked Herod, “Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews?” Herod evidently 
knew that the King of the Jews would 
also be their Messiah, so he asked the 
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chief priests and scribes where Christ 
should be born, They replied by quot- 
ing from memory the words of Micah 
§:2. 

They knew the prophecy in word 
only. It meant nothing to them in a 
practical way, for as far as the record 
goes, they never even bestirred them- 
selves to act as guides for the Wise 
Men! 

How many persons there are now who 
know such texts as Matthew 11:28, John 
3:16, and Acts 16:31, yet remain un- 
saved! They know the way of salva- 
tion in word only. 

How many Christians there are who 
know such texts as Isaiah 26:3, Philip- 
pians 4:6, 7, and 1 Peter 5:7, yet remain 
burdened with the cares and trials of 
life! We know the secret of relief in 

. word only. 


“ _. Go and search diligently for the 
young child .. .” (Matt. 2:8).—There 
was, an ulterior motive of murder be- 
hind Herod’s insistence that the Wise 
Men diligently seek the young child; 

ut the Wise Men sought Him with a 
pal motive, and they found Him while 
} Herod failed to do so. 

j For an illustration of a _ diligent 
\ searcher, I recall the incident of the 
’ farmer who lost some paper money in 
! his barn. He knew it was in the barn, 
f and resolved to move everything in it 
to find it, if necessary. He removed 
bundle after bundle, bag after bag, box 
after box, and finally found his money. 
Sometime afterward, he became anx- 
ious about his soul and desired to be 
saved. His son said, “Father, if you 
seek the Saviour as you sought that lost 
money, you will surely find Him.” And 
so it turned out. The father concen- 
trated on God’s way of salvation and 

was soon and surely saved. 


“|. They presented unto him gifts; 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh” 
(Matt. 2:11). 


We may not have treasures of glory or 
gold, 
Or perfumes to pour at His feet, 
But, oh, if we knew of the worth of the 
Christ, 
We would give Him our homage com- 
plete! 
cherished desires we would open 
anew 
d yield Him our hearts and our all; 
incense we'd offer our praises to Him, 
doring, before Him would fall! 
e Saviour is worthy of all we can give, 
Whatever our coffers may hold; 
Oh, may we then pour out our treasures 
to Him 
And worship as they did of old! 


Wawona, CALir. 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there have been some 
notable quests in the history of the 
world. There was Abram’s long jour- 
ney to an undesignated destination, 
Eliezer’s search for a wife for Isaac, the 
Israelites’ long trek through the wil- 
derness to the Promised Land. Then, 
further down the centuries, there was 
Henry M. Stanley’s search for David 
Livingstone in the jungles of Africa; 
Commodore Peary’s search for the 
North Pole; and, in story, Sir Gala- 
had’s pursuit of the Holy Grail. But 
of all the quests the most important 
and most significant was the journey 
of the Magi across the sand# of the 
East, following the star in search of 
the baby Jesus, “King of the Jews,” 
born in Bethlehem of Judea. This is 
the fascinating Christmas story nar- 
rated by Matthew, and it has not only 
been a focusing point in the marvelous 
life of our Lord Jesus Christ but also 
the inspiration for artists, poets, and 
historians for nearly twenty centuries. 
Some years ago I attempted to illus- 
trate the story in THE SuNnDAY ScHOOL 
Times with the Little Jetts, following 
the generally accepted theory of three 
Wise Men on camels. Soon after pub- 
lication there came a letter asking me, 
“By what authority three Wise Men on 
camels?” My answer to this challenge 
was as follows: My first general reply 
is, By no authority, but with a reason 
—several reasons, 

First reason: Presenting the Wise 
Men (or Magi) three in number, with- 
out any compromise of either principle 
or truth, makes my own path easier. 
If I had presented them as two Wise 
Men, or four Wise Men, I would have 
had scores of inquiries like yours, 
challenging, “By what authority ... ?” 
As it is, I receive only one—yours; and 
that affords me the real pleasure of 
writing you a letter. 

Really, I had no authority even to 
put the Wise Men on camels. I have 
just been looking at an illustration of 
this scene in one of the most noted 
works, entitled “The Life of Christ,” and 
there are several imposing looking po- 
tentates on camels, surrounded and fol- 
lowed by a large retinue of men on foot 
and on horseback, some leading asses 
laden with treasure boxes and camp 
equipment, men armed with bows and 
arrows and spears—almost an army! If 
I had imitated that picture, I surely 
would have received a great number of 
“By what authoritys.” 

Another reason: The mest commonly 
and universally accepted representation 
of the Magi Christ-child seekers is of 
three persons of high degree (as philos- 
ophers, astrologers, or kings) riding on 
camels. On camels because the camel 
was the long-distance carrier of that 
country, and most likely to be used. 
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Well-accepted tradition, you know, 
names these “three” as Melchior, Cas- 
par, and Balthasar, three kings; the first, 
an old man with white hair and long 
beard; the second, a ruddy and beard- 
less youth; the third, swarthy and in 
the prime of life; thus representing 
three periods of life. Moreover, tradi- 
tion tells us that Melchior was a de- 
scendant of Shem, Caspar of Ham, and 
Balthasar of Japheth—three racial di- 
visions. It is even claimed that the 
skulls of these three were gathered up 
by Bishop Reinald, in the twelfth cen- 
tury, and are now exhibited among the 
relics of the cathedral of Cologne. You 
are also aware of how this visualiza- 
tion of the Magi has influenced the 
great artists of all ages since, as wit- 
ness the masterpieces of Paolo Veronese, 
Giovanni Bellini, and so forth. 

In other words, it is the generally 
accepted conception of the personnel of 
the Magi who came westward, follow- 
ing a star. These traditions, not being 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for January 6 


sufficiently authenticated, have little 
real value, of course. But since the 
Bible is silent on this feature, and since 
the presentation does no violence to the 
great central truth of the story in the 
Bible, rather giving it fitting and ap- 
propriate ornamentation, and arousing 
a profitable interest, it seems good to 
portray it in the manner named. 


But, after all, while these details may 
be interesting, they are overshadowed 
by the main event, which was the find- 
ing of the baby Jesus by the Wise Men, 
and what they did to acknowledge and 
honor Him. They fell upon their knees 
and worshiped Him, then presented 
Him with gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh—expensive gifts—gifts for 
royalty. 

Fellows, have you thought of how 
much more reason we have to worship 
and adore Him than did these Wise 
Men? They did not know He had come 
from His glory in Heaven to the world 
to die on a cross, but you know it. And 
you know that He did that for you. 
How far would you be willing to go to 
find Him? What would you give to 
Him as a present? Well, you do not 
have to make a journey to find Him; 
you can find Him right where you are 
without moving an inch. And as for 
the gift, you have that already, created 
by Him and purchased by Him—by the 
shedding of His precious blood upon the 
cross of Calvary—yourself. That is what 
the King is entitled to and wants most 
of all—yourself. And the wonderful 
thing about that is, He gives all back to 
you a hundredfold. You cannot outgive 
Jesus—just try it! 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Love Gifts—They .. . fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, 
and myrrh (Matt. 2:11, Golden Text). 
Standing on the banks of the Jumna 
River at Agra, in India, is the Taj 
Mahal, the love-tribute of Shah Jahan 
to Princess Arjamand, his wife, whom 
he called Mumtaz Mahal, the “exalted 
of the Palace,” a woman loved as few 
women ever have been loved. It is 
the most beautiful structure in the 
world. It is, as someone has called 
it, “frozen poetry.” Shah Jahan had 
promised his wife a palace more mag- 
nificent than any which man would 
ever build. Eight times Mumtaz Ma- 
hal went down to hazard death in the 
mysterious land of motherhood, but 
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the eighth time the babe came back 
alone. As Shah Jahan sat, bowed in 
irreparable grief by the side of his 
lifeless mate, he cried, “O my Mumtaz 
Mahal, you shall have the palace I 
promised you although it must be 
your tomb!” For more than twenty 


years he employed more than 20,000 - 


men and spent more than $20,000,000 
in building this marvelous mauso- 
leum. Engraved upon the tomb is the 
inscription: “To the memory of an un- 
dying love.” There is One who in His 
undying love for all mankind triumphed 
over death and Hades at the cost of in- 
finite suffering, and brought life and 
immortality to light by His glorious 
resurrection. .. . What monument have 
we built for Him? ... May it be a 
monument not in white and perishable 
marble, but in a life pure and undefiled, 
and lived in unselfish loyalty to Him 
who loved us and gave Himself for us. 
—Abridged from “Illustrations from 
Art,” by Biederwolf. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Magi.—There came wise men from 
the east (Matt. 2:1). The Wise Men are 
sometimes called the Magi. They: 


M ade a long journey to find Jesus— 
“He is not far from any one of us.” 
A dored Him when they found Him— 
“O come let us adore Him.” 
G ave Him their best— 
“Here we offer and present unto 
Thee, O Lord, ourselves.” 
I nterested others in Him— 
“IT have such a wonderful Saviour 
that everybody should know.” 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


In the Best Company.—. . . and are 
come to worship him (Matt. 2:2). “I 
had in my congregation,” saiqd a min- 
ister of the Gospel, “a worthy, aged 
woman, who, although for many years 
so deaf as not to distinguish the loud- 
est sound, yet was always one of the 
first in the meeting. On asking the rea- 
son for her constant attendance, she an- 
swered, ‘Though I cannot hear you, I 
come to God’s house because I love it, 
and would be found in His ways; and 
He gives me many a sweet thought upon 
the text when it is pointed out to me; 
another reason is, because I am in the 
best company, in the most immediate 
presence of God, and among His saints, 
the honorable of the earth. I am not 
satisfied with serving God in private, 
“for where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.”’”—From a dear min- 
ister friend. Sent by J. Edward Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. 


All Yea and Amen in Christ.—In 
Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is writ- 
ten by the prophet (Matt. 2:5). Canon 
Liddon has shown that 333 predictions 
are found in the Old Testament, all of 
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which center in the one man, Christ 
Jesus. What is the chance or prob- 
ability of 333 items combining in one 
man, at one time, and in one place? 
You cannot figure it by arithmetic with- 
out great toil; it must be done by loga- 
rithms. It gives a numerator of one, 
and a denominator of 84 with 97 places 
of ciphers to follow it! We have a word 
of prophecy whereunto we do well to 
take heed.—From Dr. Pierson. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


God’s Correct Timepiece. — Herod, 
when he had privily called the wise 
men, enquired of them diligently what 
time the star appeared (Matt. 2:7). Our 
leaders know but do not understand the 
times, for they do not view them in the 
light of God’s Word. We swap informa- 
tion back and forth, but are like the 
factory foreman who blew the whistle 
by the telephone operator’s clock, not 
knowing that the operator always set 
her clock by the factory whistle! Only 
God’s timepiece tells the correct time. 
—From Vance Havner, in the Wutch- 
man-Examiner. Sent by Albert My=- 
gatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Too Much Like Hell—And when ye 
have found him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship him also 
(Matt. 2:8). A young lawyer, an in- 
fidel, boasted that he was going West 
to locate somewhere where there were 
no churches, no Sunday schools, and no 
Bibles. Before the year was over, he 
wrote to a former college classmate, a 
young minister, begging him to come 
out where he was and start, a church 


and Sunday school, and preach. “Be 
sure to bring plenty of Bibles,” he 
pleaded as he closed his letter. Then 


he added, “I have become convinced 
that a place without Christians, Sunday 
schools, and Bible is too much like hell 
for any living man to stay in!”—From 
Expositor and Illuminator. Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


The Best Gift—They rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy (Matt. 2:10). A 
mother who frequently left her home 
for a few days at a time used to bring 
each of her children a small gift when 
she returned. One day she purposely 
omitted the gifts. The children met her 
at the door. “I did not bring you any 
presents this time,” she said, “because 
“We don’t care, Mother, dear; you 
are the best present.” Can we say to 
Christ, “Thou art the best gift?”—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Booth, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


” 


What a blessed peace possesses us 
when once we realize that we are... 
just to believe that God is prepared to 
work through our hands, speak by our 
life, dwell in our bodies, and fulfill in 
us the good purposes of His will.—F, B. 
Meyer. 


TIDWELL BIBLE LI3RARY 












































































1024 (12) * 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week I went through the Book 

of Matthew looking for references 
to the Old Testament. Guess how many 
I found. There were more than sixty! 
Many were prophecies concerning the 
life of Christ. If we write down where 
the prophecy occurs in the Old Testa- 
ment, and where the record of its ful- 
fillment comes in Matthew, we will be 
making ourselves a valuable reference 
book. So I have made you each a note- 
book in which you can do that very 
thing. 

This is our first lesson in 1957. What 
does “1957” mean? (Since the birth of 
Christ 1,957 years have passed.) The 
coming of Christ to earth was such a 
tremendous event that everything else 
that ever cccurred is dated by the num- 
ber of years it occurred either before 
or after His birth. 

The gift-of the Lord Jesus Christ was 
by far the greatest ever given. Let us 
read the inspired account from Mat- 
thew 1:18-25. People sometimes give a 
small present with a great flourish. 
Notice the majestic simplicity of God’s 
supreme gift to a world of sinners. 





TEACHERS WANTED 
Qualified grade school teachers wanted for Febru- 
ary 1, 1957, appointment. Please address replies to 
DELAWARE COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
Newtown Square, Pa. 





. Send for free catalog of 
S. Ss. Supp lies Sunday school and church 
supplies. Also Bibles, books, and gifts. THE THOMAS 
COMPANY, Dept. P-1, 303 Race St., Cambridge, Md. 





Why Prayer for Southern Negroes Gets 
Results and Wins Reward 


* Because southern Negroes are searching 
for God more diligently. 

* Because southern Negroes are quick to 
respond to the Word. 

* Because the Gospel has less opposition 
among southern Negroes. 

* Because in this day of tension God wants 
His people to show helpfulness toward 
this underprivileged group. 

* Because Carver Bible Institute is reaching 
thousands daily through its printed 
page, its correspondence Bible lessons, 
its day school and its night school. Its 
trained graduates are bringing a new 
message of life through Christ to hun- 
dreds of rural churches. Your help is 
greatly needed at this time. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 





¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW D/RECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. NS 


DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, P. 
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What two names are given Christ 
here? (Jesus, Immanuel.) No sweeter 
names than these have ever been pro- 
nounced. Jesus means “Saviour,” “Im- 
manuel,” “God with us.” We must 
make two entries in our new notebooks: 

Christ born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14). 

Christ named Immanuel (Isa. 7:14, 

Matt, 1:23). 

The rest of our lesson is found in 
Matthew 2. The first chapter tells of 
the birth of Christ, the second chapter 
tells of the reaction of various persons 
to His birth. His first coming was so 
important that it was foretold repeat- 
edly in the Old Testament. God’s Word 
foretold when and where Christ should 
be born. Would you not expect every 
one of those who had access to the Old 
Testament to be eagerly anticipating 
Christ’s coming? You might suppose a 
committee would be stationed in Beth- 
lehem to get the first news of His ar- 
rival sent out as quickly as possible, 
so that there could be a world-wide 
celebration. This was the Creator com- 
ing! He was coming to redeem lost men 
and bring peace and good will to earth! 
But instead of expressing expectation 
and joy the majority of mankind were 
utterly indifferent, some definitely hos- 
tile. Only a few awaited Him in eager 
expectation. 

We must make two more entries in 
our notebooks: 

Christ born in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2; 

Matt, 2:1). 
Christ brought from Egypt (Hos. 11: 
1; Matt, 2:15). 

Read Matthew 2:1-15. The characters 
who appear in these few verses are most 
interesting. First wicked King Herod, 
angry at the birth of Christ, was ready 
to kill all the babies in Bethlehem, if 
only he could destroy the holy Babe. 
Then there were the chief priests and 
scribes, who knew where Christ was 
to be born. Astoundingly indifferent, 
even after they had heard the Wise 
Men’s story and told the king that 
Christ was supposed to be born in 
Bethlehem, they made no move to go 
there to see and worship their long- 
promised Messiah. The Wise Men 
eagerly searching for Christ must have 
been amazed when they arrived in Je- 
rusalem from their far country, to find 
Palestine totally unaware of the com- 
ing of their new-born King. But the 
Wise Men did not turn back in disgust. 
They sought Christ till they found Him, 
and then they worshiped Him! 

Notice the unusual wording in verse 
11. They “opened their treasures” and 
gave Him costly presents such as would 
only be given to a king. The words, 
“opened their treasures,” suggest that 
there was nothing that they kept back 
from Him. They must have realized 
that He was worthy of the best they 
had. I believe they recognized Him as 
Saviour as well as King. Balaam’s an- 
cient prophecy, Numbers 24:17, may 









December 22, 1956 


have had something to do with this. 
Perhaps some of the scattered Jews 
told them that their Messiah would also 
be the Saviour. We do not know, but 
those in the world today who are wise 
seek the Saviour and then, having 
found Him, give their all to Him. 

Everyone now in the world may be 
divided into one of the three groups we 
find here in Matthew 2: (1) those who 
are hostile to Him, (2) those who are 
utterly indifferent, and (3) those who 
find Him, love Him, and worship Him. 
In which group are you? 

Note to Teachers: Prepare ahead vf 
time a notebook for each girl which will 
hold 8%x1l inch ruled notebook filler 
for her notes this quarter, and protect 
the chart she will make for the Beati- 
tudes. The notebook can be just a 
folded sheet of construction or wall 
paper, and three paper fasteners to hold 
them in place. More about the charts 
next Sunday. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Come, Let Us Worship (Matt. 2:1-11) 


IVE a review test on the Bible pas- 

sages studied the past quarter, hav- 
ing the children write the Book and 
chapter as you give a title for it. 

Did your mother keep a baby-book 
record of you in your baby days? (Show 
such a book.) Here (indicate) it tells 
who the baby’s parents and grandpar- 
ents are. Here are stories about the 
baby, his first tooth, his first party, the 
first time he went to church. Mary and 
Joseph did not have a baby book for 
the little Lord Jesus that first Christ- 
mas time, but Mary kept all those 
things in her heart. When Matthew 
came to write his storybook of the Lord 
Jesus on earth, he used two chapters 
of it for the baby stories—stories that 
Joseph and Mary must have told. 

Would you like to read those stories 
this week? If you read a story about 
the Lord Jesus every day for sixteen 
weeks we have stories from Matthew’s 
Book, how many stories would you 
read? (Work this out by arithmetic: 
how many stories in one week? how 
many in sixteen weeks?) You did not 
know there were that many stories 
about Him in the Bible? More, too! 
(Using carbon paper, it will not be dif- 
ficult to make enough lists for the usual 
size of class, either with or without a 
typewriter: (1) Some of the baby’s 
great grandpas, Matthew 1:1, 2, 6, 16. 
“Begat” means “was the father of.” (2) 
Joseph learns about the baby, verses 
20-25. (3) Trying to find the baby, chap- 
ter 2:1-8. (4) Found! Verses 9-12. (5) 
Danger! Verses 13-15. (6) Poor babies! 
Verses 16-18. (7) Home again! Verses 
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Lesson for January 6 


19-23. A small picture from a Christ- 
mas card, pasted at the top, would make 
the list an attractive bookmark.) If the 
Bible is too hard for you to read, it 
will be all right if you ask someone to 
read it to you, then you can ask what 
the hard words mean. 


Now you are to pretend to be the per- 
son whose name you receive. Pass out 
slips with the following names (some 
of which are imaginary): Caspar, Mel- 
chior, Balthasar (Wise Men); Herod 
(king); Annas, Matthias (priests); Hil- 
lel, Gamaliel (scribes); Mary. You Wise 
Men, or Magi, were priest-scientists 
who studied the stars, believing they 
had some effect on the lives of men. 
Herod, you were a very jealous, cruel, 
wicked king, who killed some of your 
own sons. You priests conducted the 
Temple worship and were supposed to 
know the Bible well. You scribes 
especially studied the Bible and taught 
it to others. Now tell us what you did 
when the Lord Jesus was a baby. Be- 
gin with one night “in the east.” 


At the appropriate time in the narra- 
tive ask the priests and scribes to find 
the prophecy in Micah 5:2. Ask Herod 
what he planned to do about the baby 
when he found out where He was. If 
it is not known, let the week’s Bible 
reading show the answer. Ask the Wise 
Men if they came to see the baby the 
same night as the shepherds. It may 
have been up to two years later, and 
probably was after the presentation in 
the Temple when the baby was forty 
days old. Ask Mary where she was with 
the baby when the Wise Men came. In 
a house, not a stable. What did she do 
with the money? If the baby stories 
are read this week, they will show how 
much she needed the money in the next 
few months to take care of the baby. 

“We have seen his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him” (Matt. 
2:2, Memory Verse). Now come back to 
be yourselves. It is no baby we worship, 
but a Saviour who died for us, arose, 
and returned to His Glory in Heaven. 
Shall we tell Him again of our love, and 
bring Him our gifts? What gift-prom- 
ise of your life will you make for the 
coming year? 

Orono, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 

By Helen E. Odenwelder 
AMJI lives in India. Ramji had no 
mother, no daddy, no home. The 
only food he ever had,, he begged for. 
His bed was any place at all when night 
time came. The true and living God 


of Heaven who knows all about every- 
thing and everyone, knew about Ramii. 
That is why He caused a man who was 
a stranger to Ramji to take the poor 
little beggar boy to a home where he 
would be fed—and where he would 
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learn about God’s dear Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Ramji loved his new home. He loved 
all the boys who lived there—boys like 
himself who had never before known 
love. Ramji loved the missionaries who 
cared for him—missionaries with white 
skin who had come from America. It 
was not long until he came to love the 
missionaries’ Saviour. Not only did 
Ramji love Him, but he asked Him to 
forgive his sin and be his Saviour. Oh, 
how he loved the Lord Jesus! He loved 
to hear the Bibe stories about Him. He 
loved to sing about Him. He loved to 
pray. 

Not long after Ramji had been born 
into God’s family, he learned that 
Christmas. was the time of remembering 
the birth of the Lord Jesus. All of the 
boys looked forward to that day, you 
may be sure. Boys who had lived there 
for a long time knew that on Christmas 
Day each one would receive a present. 
They could never guess what the pres- 
ent—the only present they would re- 
ceive—would be. 

While the boys were excited about 
Christmas Day, they were even more 
excited about the day after Christmas. 
For it was on that day that there would 
be a very special service. At the end 
of the meeting each boy would bring 
his gift—a gift of his very own for the 
Lord Jesus. 

Christmas was hot and sunny. The 
boys filed into the little chapel. There, 
piled high on the table, were packages 
—each wrapped the same way; each 
was the same size. What could be in 
them? they wondered. At first it was 
not easy for the boys to turn their at- 
tention to the story that the missionary 
was telling. But when they saw the 
flannelgraph figures and heard the story 
of the very first Christmas, they almost 
forgot the pile of gift packages. It was 
when the story was almost finished that 
something happened inside Ramii. 

“Wise Men,” the missionary teacher 
was saying, “traveled for a long, long 
time to find the Saviour-King who had 
been born. Finally they found Him. 
And when they did, first of all they 
worshiped God’s wonderful Son. Then 
they opened gifts—beautiful, expensive 
gifts. They were doubtless the best, 
most precious things that the Wise Men 
had: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
How glad they were to give their very 
best to God’s Son!” 

“If only I had something to give Him,” 
Ramji whispered. 

After the prayer, the missionary 
called each boy to receive his gift. Each 
one remembered to say, “Thank you,” 
and clutched his unopened package. 
Each one, that is, except Ramji. -He 
stood right at the table and tore open 
the package. There, to his amaz nt, 
was a beautiful pink shirt. e had 
never in all his life owned any shirt. 
Now he had a pink one, all of his own! 
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“Is it really mine?” he asked. Assured 
that it was, he put it on immediately. 
And it stayed on right till bedtime. 

The day after Christmas was as hot 
and sunny as the day before—for that is 
the way most of the days are in that 
part of India. Early in the morning the 
chapel bell rang and the boys filed in. 
There would be no receiving of pres- 
ents this time. Instead, each was carry- 
ing a present—each one with the ex- 
ception of Ramji. After the song and 
the prayer, the children started giving 
their gifts for the Lord Jesus—eggs, 
some vegetables they had grown, money. 
No one had to give anything. But each 
was giving something he loved. Five- 
year-old Ramji was the last to step for- 
ward. He patted his precious shirt. 
Then he unbuttoned it. And he gave his 
very best to the Lord Jesus! 


Adapted from “The Pink Shirt.” by Sam 
Cassels of the S.I1.M. (first published in 
“King’s Business”), now available as a flan- 
nelgraph Jesson with colored cutouts, 50 cents, 
Hollenbeck and McCall, 2146 Park Ave., 
Salem, Oreg. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

pS 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1020) 

1. The apostle who left his custom 
booth to follow Jesus (Matt. 9:9). 

2. Levi (Luke 5:27). 

3. Especially for the Jews, with intent 
to demonstrate that the Messianic pre- 
dictions were fulfilled in Jesus. 

4. The coming of the Magi from the 
East. 

5. Herod the Great. 

6. Caesar Augustus. 

7. The prophecy of Balaam, recorded 
in Numbers 24:17. 

8. A star, the Scriptures, and a dream. 

9. When they followed their own un- 
aided reason in going to Herod. 

10. He knew that his kingdom of un- 
righteousness must fall before the King 
of righteousness, 

ELMuourstT, ILL, 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 6 


Open Your Windows to God 
(Phil. 4:4-7; Eph. 6:17, 18) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OU will recall that it is recorded 
of the Prophet Daniel that, during 
the reign of Cyrus over the Medo- 
Persian Empire more than four hundred 
years before Christ, three times a day 
he kneeled down in his chamber with 
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its windows open toward Jerusalem, 
and prayed and gave thanks to God 
(Dan, 6:10). This week’s topic, the first 
in a series of three on “Living in the 
Light,” calls upon us to open our hearts 
and lives to God. It is a marvelous 


event when we see the truth of God’s 


Word and understand that the Lord 
Jesus has paid the penalty for our sin, 
and we come to believe on Him as our 
Saviour. But it is equally important 
that we open our hearts without res- 
ervation and let Him come in, never to 
depart. He promises, “If any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). 
ve 
In one sense we open the door and 
invite Christ in at one glorious moment 
of time. But there is another sense in 
which we open our hearts daily, in or- 
der to give Christ the opportunity to 
instruct, guide, strengthen, and comfort 
us. Yesterday’s instruction and direc- 
tion, and blessing will not do for today. 
However, God does not force Himself 
upon us, He waits for us to open our 
hearts to Him and to seek His fellow- 
ship. “Let the heart of them rejoice 
that seek the Lord. Seek the Lord and 
his strength, seek his face continually” 
(1 Chron, 16:10, 11). 
ve 
It is right here that we see the neces- 
sity for the morning watch, for time 
set apart for reading God’s Word and 
for prayer. When we neglect it, we 
starve our spirits, and make it impos- 
sible for God to show us His will and to 
do for us what He longs to do. 
ve 
The first Scripture portion chosen for 
this week’s topic reminds us to be 
anxious for nothing (Phil. 4:6), but to 
bring our requests to God with prayer 
and thanksgiving. If we will do this 
sincerely and honestly, God promises 
that His peace will garrison our hearts 
and minds (v. 7). It will be a three- 
fold peace—peace with God, with men, 
and with self. The Lord Jesus in Mat- 
thew 6:25 and 34 warned us against the 
same kind of anxiety, saying, “Take no 
thought,” or, “Do not be concerned.” He 
gave as the great reason why we need 
not be anxious the fact that our 
Heavenly Father knows our needs. If, 
therefore, we will seek first the King- 
dom of God—the establishment of His 
rule in our hearts—and His righteous- 
ness, all of those things we need, and 
about which so many are troubled and 
anxious, will be added unto us. 
ved 
It may seem to some that young peo- 
ple are not likely to be and in fact have 
very little reason to be anxious. Yet 
this is not so. Life is full of many un- 
certainties for young people just as it is 
for the older ones. There is uncertainty 
about the choice of life work. There 
may be uncertainties in the home life 
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brought about by conflicts there. Often 
there is uncertainty about future plans 
because of having to spend time in mili- 
tary service. There may be uncertainty 
as to acceptability with friends, or in 
finding a life partner. 
ve 

But all of these may and can be re- 
solved if we are willing to open our 
hearts unreservedly to God and seek 
first His will. He may not show us all the 
answers immediately, but we need have 
no anxious concern about them if we 
will trust Him to work it all out and to 
show us the way, step by step, as we 
go forward with Him. As our second 
Scripture lesson from Ephesians 6 admon- 
ishes, we are to use the Sword of the 
Spirit which is the Word of God, and 
to pray always in the guidance of the 
Spirit and watch for His leading and 
direction, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
Ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Heavenly Sunshine. Compiled by Mrs. 
Charles E. Fuller. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.) When the 
chorus, “Heavenly Sunshine,” comes 
over the radio, thousands all over the 
world recognize the “Old-Fashioned 
Revival Hour,” founded and directed by 
Dr. Charles E. Fuller. Nothing could 
better show its far-reaching, powerful 
influence than these enthusiastic letters 
of gratitude and praise which Mrs. 
Fuller has brought together in this book. 


They came from soldiers, sailors, 
travelers in all sorts of vehicles, fish- 
ernmen, shepherds, ministers, workers, 
boys and girls, taxi drivers, down-and- 
outers, prisoners, and one even from 
an inmate in a house of ill-fame. They 
show how hardened sinners, who never 
went to church, have listened and been 
saved; how the sick and shut-in have 
been comforted; how the discouraged 
have been strengthened to go on; and 
how suicides have been rescued on the 
brink of destruction. Many speak of 
the brilliant playing of the pianist, Rudy 
Atwood, and the organist, George 
Broadbent, and the fine, precise, and 
heart-warming singing of the chorus 
choir. There is something living about 
this book, different from a mere narra- 
tive, for the letters are published as 
they were written, with humor, pathos, 
naturalness, and occasional slang ‘and 
awkward sentences. But they come 
right out of human hearts. some bur- 
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dened with sin, some with poverty and 
loneliness, but many bubbling over with 
joy at their new found salvation. 

No believer can read these without 
having his own heart warmed and re- 
freshed, and being made thankful again 
for the “Old-Fashioned Revival Hour”; 
and it is more than likely that even 
skeptics and unbelievers may be led to 
the Saviour through the reading of these 
realistic letters from every part of the 
world and the brief, connecting com- 
ments by Mrs. Fuller. 


Jesus of Yesterday and Today. By 
Samuel G. Craig. (The Presbyterian & 
Reformed Pub. Co., Philadelphia 7; 
$2.75.) “Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, and to day, and for ever.” This 
volume is an explication of this state- 
ment found in Hebrews 13:8. Dr. Craig, 
former editor of Christianity Today and 
of the Presbyterian, sets forth to prove 
that Christ Jesus of the New Testament 
actually existed; that this same Christ 
Jesus exists today as Lord and Saviour, 
able to save all those who put their 
trust in Him; and that the great event 
that awaits us is the personal return 
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of this same Lord Jesus. His first chap- 
ter poses a startling question, “Was 
Jesus a Christian?” In that case He 
was merely an example of faith and 
occupies the same position as any great 
religious leader. He is not merely an 
example of faith but the object of our 
faith, Next he asks, “Whence Came 
Jesus?” Very clearly he proves that He 
is God manifest in the flesh. Then he 
seeks to tell us why Jesus came. He 
builds this chapter on the statement of 
Paul, “This ig a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners” (1 Tim. 1:15). Then, to the Chris- 
tian reader’s delight, the author con- 
tinues to paint the true Biblical portrait 
of Jesus Christ as Lord, Redeemer, Re- 
generator of Character, Example, Man 
as a Friend, Teacher, Worker of Mir- 
acles, Social Reformer, Judge. This is 
a most satisfying book to those who 
really love their Lord. They are de- 
lighted as they see Jesus Christ placed 
in His lawful place in the cosmos. 


Rest for the Weary. By Vance Hav- 
ner. (Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., $2.) One who is seeking the fruit 
of the Spirit in his own life will hardly 
be able to put down these messages 
when once he has begun them. Vance 
Havner well expresses for us what he 
has striven to do as he lives in this 
world for Christ. “As a boy I resolved 
to make a place in my heart and life 
for the woods, the birds, and sylvan 
solitudes. I have stood by that resolve 
stubbornly, and I have found that I 
made a good investment. It has stood 
by me in good stead through the years. 
To be still, to meditate and pray, to 
commune with God through His two 
books, His Word and His world, for 
that everything else can wait.” Over 
and over again he speaks of going down 
to “the old mill” somewhere in central 
North Carolina. Allow him to draw 
your attention to the lessons that God 
teaches: “The pageant of the seasons, 
the magic of dawn, and the glory of 
sunset, the music of the bird choir, and 
all the perfumed beauty of unnumbered 
flowers—how much a man can pass 
through and never see!” We preachers 
will do well to heed his advice: “As 
you go forth to preach, come to each 
service as though it were the first, as 
though it could be the best, and as 
though it might be the last.” If you 
are one of those who has worked hard 
for security and yet have seen but little 
of it you will indeed find rest for the 
weary. 


Morning and Evening. Daily Read- 
ings. Complete and Unabridged. By 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$3.95.) This volume of God’s blessings 
bears one onward through the year and, 
at the same time, through much of the 
Word of God. Mr. Spurgeon had a verse 
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with uplifting comment for every day 
and very often for good measure two 
verses with two pages of comment. 
Thus he brings us a message from each 
of seven hundred and fifty verses. 
These are indexed from Genesis to Rev- 
elation going through every book of the 
Bible. In this way you can quickly dis- 
cover what Mr. Spurgeon believed 
about his favorite verses. In making 
this search, it is interesting to find that 
he believed that Isaiah 7:14 taught the 
virgin birth of Christ. He had a won- 
derful knowledge of the Scriptures and 
could express that knowledge in beau- 
tiful language. It is good to see how 
one of God’s most faithful servants 
sought, by His grace, t6 live a life of 
witnessing. The volume closes with an 
earnest appeal to the Christ rejector. 


Adults Learn and Like It. By Irene 
Smith Caldwell. (The Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind.; $1.50, cloth; 75 cents, 
paper.) It would be difficult te imagine 
more of practical helpfulness and inspira- 
tion packed into one small volume than 
is found im this intensely interesting 
book written especially for the worker 
with adults in the Sunday school. It 
points out that the object of teaching 
is growth, especially in Christlikeness, 
and of course the Bible is the guide- 
book for Christian living today. But 
the unique value of the work is in the 
almost unbelievable wealth of fruitful 
suggestions and plans, beautifully writ- 
ten, and warmly and sympathetically 
presented. There are lessons on what to 
do and what not to do, and any teacher 
of young people or older will find in- 
spiration and help in its pages. 


The Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
By A. Powell Davies. (The New Ameri- 
can Library of World Literature, Inc., 
New York 22; 35 cents, paper.) This 
pocket-size Signet Key Book gives some 
facts about the Dead Sea Scrolls, but 
much more of it is fancy that is thor- 
oughly colored by the Modernistic 
views of the author. “Christianity,” he 
states, “is largely composed of elements 
absorbed from pagan religion in the 
Mediterranean area” (p. 25). The same 
theme recurs later in the book: “The 
extent of the indebtedness of Christian- 
ity to Pagan religion is so great that 

. very little indeed need have been 
supplied by the Palestinian Christians” 
(p. 91). The positive, helpful fea- 
tures that come out of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, and there are many (see arti- 
cles in THe Sunpay Scnoot Trmes, April 
7, 14, 21, 28, 1956), are largely lost and 
obscured in this book, which tells one 
that Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, 
Islam, Taoism, all “have grown in natu- 
ral ways and evolved with history” 
(p. 131). 

b 


Our faith in the inspiration of Scrip- 
ture has its basis and root in our faith 
in God Himself.—Keswick Calendar. 
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A Day of Prayer for Missions 


OR the fourth consecutive year a 
day of prayer for missions will be 
held on Tuesday, January 1, at the 





Philadelphia Bible Institute, 1800 Arch, 


Street, Philadelphia. There will be 
three sessions, at 10 a.m., 2.30 and 7 p.m., 
allowing 15-minute periods for the 26 
home and foreign missions represented. 
A chairman is in charge of each session, 
and at the beginning of each period the 
work of a particular mission is briefly 
outlined by a representative, after 
which any who feel so led may take 
part. 

Lunch and supper will not be served 
at the Institute, but nearby restaurants 
will be open. 

Certainly the conditions in the world 
today present a more serious situation 
than at any time since the last World 
Wars. Many fields are closed to the 
propagation of the Gospel; other fields 
are being threatened with the prospect 
of the withdrawal of missionary enter- 
prises, and forces opposed to the Gos- 
pél are busier than ever. All this makes 
the need for the New Year’s day of 
prayer as great as ever, 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1957 


AVE you discovered what a valuable 

tool THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 
in your class or school? The list of 1957 
lessons is now ready. Many superin- 
tendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
When used in the regular Sunday school 
sessions instead of lesson leaflets, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the list 
convenient to hand to substitute teach- 
ers as a guide for their lesson prepara- 
tion. rt 

The 1957 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1957 
Lesson List and put them to work? They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 31 to January 6 


Mon., Dec. 31.—Deut. 18:15-19. 
A Prophet To Come. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “The Lord thy 
God will raise up unto “thee a Prophet 

. . like unto me; unto him ye shall 
hearken.” Christ is our great prophet 
and shepherd to teach, guard, and guide 
us. He is indeed the “Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The mighty God” (manifested in 
flesh) for whom the sons of men wait. 
And if His first coming was so glorious, 
what will His second visit be? “The 
isles shall wait for his law” (Isa. 42:4). 
“We ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have 
heard” (Heb. 1:2; 2:1). Do you hear 
His voice? (Heb. 3:7.) Pray for North- 
west Mountain Mission, Inc., Box 421, 
Boise, Idaho. 


Tues., Jan. 1—Heb. 1:1-9. 
A Revelation of God. 


PraYER Succestions: “God ... hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds.” Here in Christ we have the 
highest and complete revelation of God. 
Note the divine predicates. What ma- 
jesty, power, honor, and glory! God’s 
prophets prophesied first, but last of all 
came the only begotten Son of God in 
“glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, . . . full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14). Do you thus appreciate 
Christ? Is He God manifest in flesh to 
you? Is His Word to you the Word of 
God? Pray for “Evangelize China” Fel- 
lowship, Inc., Los Angeles 53. 


Wed., Jan. 2.—Col. 1:15-20. Pre-eminent. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He is the head 
of the body, the church: who is the be- 
ginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the 
preeminence.” Here stated in a few 
words we have Christ’s precedence in 
creation, revelation, regeneration, and 
dignity. He stands first over all created 
beings. In person, power, and preroga- 
tives He is first. Who can tell His 
matchless praise? and estimate His 
fame, who made the worlds, and angel 
hosts, and conquers hell’s domain? 
Come bow the knee to Christ your 
Lord, and crown Him LORD of all. 
Pray for the Ben Lippen School, Ashe- 
ville, N. C. 


Thurs., Jan. 3.—Matt. 1:18-25. 
Jesus Is Born. 


Prayer Succestions: “Now the birth 
of Jesus Christ was on this wise.” Mat- 







thew in a businesslike way sets before 
us the advent of our Lord into this 
world for our salvation. If you read 
verse twenty-three, you will discover 
that it is the logical interpretation of 
Isaiah 7:14. And this twenty-third 
verse is also the logical conclusion from 
the record of the “on this wise” history 
given by Matthew. So that by prophecy 
and history we have established the 
fact that Christ was “born of the vir- 
gin” as the Apostles’ Creed so well con- 
fesses. Has your faith an “on this wise” 
basis? Pray for Christians everywhere 
to come to full faith in the virgin-born 
Son of God. 


Fri., Jan. 4.—Luke 2:25-35. 
Light and Glory. 


PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONS: “A _ light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
thy people Israel.” God gave to aged 
Simeon a comprehensive view of Mes- 
siah’s ministry to the nations and to 
His Chosen People, Israel. Like aged 
Moses, who saw the Promised Land be- 
fore closing his eyes in death, Simeon 
saw the triumphs of Christ in future 
years. The Gospel light is still spread- 
ing over the darkened world, and 
shortly His light will spread its glory 
over repentant Israel. For the rapid 
evangelization of the world let us all 
pray, and also for the veil to fall from 
the eyes of God’s Chosen People. Pray 
for all Jewish missions, and their min- 
istries. 


Sat., Jan. 5.—Matt, 2:1-12. True Wisdom. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They .. . fell 
down, and worshipped him.” It is man’s 
utmost folly to rob the Son of God of 
honor, reverence, and worship. The 
Second Psalm warns against this stupid- 
ity. He who made us all, and all things, 
and is Lord of Heaven and earth de- 
serves supreme adoration, praise, .and 
devotion. Anything less is irrational, 
base, and devilish. The Second Psalm 
warns all of this duty, and the conse- 
quences of willful failure to honor 
Christ as Lord of all. True wisdom is 
seen in the worship of Christ. Pray for 
the conversion of atheists and infidels. 


Sun., Jan. 6.—Matt. 2:13-15, 19-23. 
Protected by God. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Out of Egypt 
have I called my son.” In the life of 
Christ and of His people there are 
likenesses. As Israel came up out 
of Egypt after deadly persecutions, 
so Christ Himself was likewise deliv- 
ered from the power of a tyrant. 
Thus it behooved Him, in all things, 
to be made like unto His brethren. 
Let us rejoice in God our Saviour 
and deliverer. Under His watchcare 
we, too, are cared for in this world 
where Satan, the prince of this 
world, the usurper, shows his power. 
Pray for God’s people under persecu- 
tion. 
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